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THIRTY-THmD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  New  York : 

The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Eeformation  of  .Juve- 
nile Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  their  Act  of  incorporation,  passed 
March  29,  1824,  respectfully 


REPORT: 

That  the  whole  number  of  children  received  into 
the  House  of  Refuge  since  its  opening,  in 
1825,  is  . . . . . 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  on  the 
first  of  January,  1857,  was 

That  there  have  been  received  during  the  year 
1857  ...... 


7,336 


472 


547 


Making  a total  during  the  year  of  . . 1,019 

That  there  have  been  indentured  and  discharged 
during  the  year  .....  372 

And  there  remained  in  the  House  Jan.  1st,  1857  647 

The  Superintendent’s  statement,  contained  in  the  appendix 
to  this  Eeport,  states  all  the  particulars,  required  by  our  Act 
of  Incorporation,  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  inmates  of 
the  House  have  been  received,  their  ages,  and  the  disposition 
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that  has  been  made  of  them.  This  statement  also  shows  the 
parentage  of  the  children,  whether  native  or  foreign,  so  far 
as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  it. 

This  is  the  largest  number  of  inmates  we  have  ever  had  in 
charge,  and  the  Boys’  House  is  now  crowded  beyond  its 
capacity  properly  to  accommodate  them,  as  the  Girls,  though 
not  occupying  the  whole  of  the  south  wing,  still  require  so 
large  a portion  of  it  for  their  sleeping  rooms,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  officers  of  the  Female  department,  as  seriously  to  im- 
pair the  whole  arrangements  for  the  Boys. 

The  number  began  steadily  and  rapidly  to  increase  early 
in  the  summer,  while,  owing  probably  to  the  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  business  and  trade  during  the  fall,  we  had  compara- 
tively few  applications  for  boys  to  be  indentured.  We 
have,  therefore,  to  maintain  through  the  winter  (but  few 
applications  being  made  for  apprentices  during  that  season) 
a larger  family  than  ever  before,  with  the  prospect  of  a con- 
tinually increasing  number  until  April.  Apprehensive  of 
serious  inconvenience  from  this  cause,  the  Board  in  the  month 
of  July  procured  estimates  as  to  the  probable  expense  of 
fitting  up  the  rear  building,  already  erected  for  the  Girls’ 
Industrial  Department,  for  their  occupation,  in  order  that  the 
girls  and  the  officers  having  charge  of  them  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  south  wing.  It  was  found,  however,  that 
the  outlay  required  would  be  very  heavy,  involving  the 
expenditure  of  funds  required  for  current  expenses,  and  of 
which  a moiety  would  be  a dead  loss  when  the  principal  female 
house  should  be  finished,  with  the  additional  drawback  of 
inadequate  accommodation  for  the  inmates  and  their  officers 
in  the  interval.  This  house  was  constructed  only  for  occu- 
pancy during  the  day,  without  sleeping  rooms  for  the  delin- 
quents, or  apartments  for  officers,  and  to  change  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  different  rooms,  designed  for  the  labor  of  the 
girls,  would  be  attended  with  serious  inconvenience,  with- 
out any  counterbalancing  advantages.  The  Managers,  there- 
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fore,  felt  constrained  to  retain  the  girls  in  the  south  wing 
inconvenient  as  it  is  to  do  so,  and  to  await  the  action  of  the 
Legislature  to  relieve  them  from  their  difficulties. 

But  the  institution  in  the  meanwhile  suffers  from  this 
crowded  condition  of  its  inmates.  The  discipline  of  the 
House  cannot  be  as  well  maintained ; the  classification  of  the 
delinquents,  so  highly  important,  is  impossible,  and  the  danger 
of  communication  between  the  two  sexes  being  greater,  both 
being  under  one  roof,  entails  upon  the  officers  the  utmost 
vigilance  attended  by  anxieties  to  which  they  ought  not  to 
be  subjected. 

We  have  suffered  and  continue  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of 
the  late  financial  crisis  upon  all  branches  of  trade.  Our 
contractors,  finding  the  sale  of  the  articles  manufactured  by 
the  boys  suddenly  stopped,  gave  notice,  as  provided  in  the 
contracts,  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  them,  unless 
some  relief  could  be  afforded.  The  Board,  thus  threatened 
with  the  danger  of  having  the  boys  unemployed,  resulting 
not  only  in  positive  loss  of  income  to  the  Institution,  but 
also  in  serious  derangement  to  the  discipline  of  the  House, 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  contractors,  in  November, 
whereby  the  boys  were  kept  at  work  during  a less  number 
of  hours,  at  a reduction  in  the  price  of  their  labor.  This 
arrangement  will  cease  on  the  1st  of  March,  at  which  time 
we  hope  that  trade  will  have  so  far  revived  that  the  original 
terms  of  the  contracts  can  be  resumed.  Our  income  from 
this  source  will,  therefore,  be  diminished  one-half  for  about 
four  months. 

The  Superintendent’s  Eeport  in  the  Appendix  gives  full 
details  as  to  the  kinds  of  labor  in  which  our  inmates  of  both 
sexes  have  been  employed  during  the  year.  While  the 
Board  have  nothing  to  add  to  these  details,  they  would  call 
attention  to  the  large  amount  of  work  which  has  been  done 
by  the  boys  in  cultivating  a portion  of  the  grounds  hereto- 
fore reclaimed,  and  adding  largely  to  the  quantity  adapted 
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to  tillage,  by  filling  in  and  otherwise  regulating  a portion  of 
the  swamp  and  waste  land  on  the  north  side  and  in  the  rear 
of  the  buildings.  By  a steady  persistence  in  this  way,  the 
ifanagers  hope  to  be  able,  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  to 
raise,  from  the  land  thus  reclaimed,  a very  large  portion,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  vegetables  required  for  the  use  of  the 
House. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  uniformly  good,  but 
three  deaths  having  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the  cases 
of  sickness  being  very  rare.  The  remarkable  degree  of 
health  enjoyed  by  our  large  family  and  the  freedom  from  all 
contagious  or  epidemic  disorders  testify  loudly,  not  only  to 
the  salubrity  of  our  situation,  but  to  the  cleanliness  of  our 
establishment  and  its  inmates,  and  the  due  admixture  of 
labor  and  recreation  exacted  and  allowed. 

The  officers  of  the  House  remain  the  same  as  reported  last 
year,  with  some  few  exceptions  in  the  Male  and  Female 
Schools. 

The  Boys’  School  is  still  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  E.  H. 
Hallock,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Abbott  & Bingham  and  Misses 
Pratt,  Underhill  and  Saunders.  The  Board  are  enabled, 
from  their  experience  in  the  employment  of  female  teachers 
in  the  Boys’  School,  to  give  the  most  decided  testimony  in 
favor  of  female  influence  upon  the  pupils  thus  committed  to 
their  care.  The  boys  improve  rapidly  under  their  teaching, 
and  are  at  the  same  time  elevated,  and,  to  a certain  extent, 
refined,  by  thus  being  brought  into  contact  with  cultivated 
and  pure-minded  women. 

In  the  Girls’  School,  Miss  Helen  Geary,  our  principal 
teacher  for  three  years,  was  obliged  to  resign  in  May  last, 
owing  to  her  health  suffering  from  the  confinement  of  the 
school,  and  Miss  Lydia  K.  Keyes,  at  the  time  an  assistant  in 
the  Boys’  School,  was  promoted  to  the  place.  Miss  Keyes 
resigned  in  ISTovember,  and  Miss  Ella  F.  Snelling  has  recently 
been  appointed  Principal,  assisted  by  Miss  Alantha  P.  Pratt. 
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The  progress  of  the  pupils  iu  both  schools  has  been  highly 
satisfactory  during  the  past  year,  a detailed  statement  of 
which  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Reports  of  the  Teach- 
ers, in  the  Appendix. 

We  have,  during  the  past  year,  increased  the  libraries  in 
both  departments ; that  of  the  Boys,  by  a special  appropria- 
tion of  $100,  and  that  of  the  Girls,  by  the  Ladies’  Committee 
furnishing  from  their  very  limited  treasury  the  sum  of  $30. 
The  supply  of  fresh  books  has  tended  very  much  to  increase 
the  interest  of  the  children  in  reading.  We  have  sought  to 
strengthen  this  interest,  by  adding  to  our  stock  books  com- 
bining interesting  and  unobjectionable  fictions  with  good 
moral  teaching,  and  also  books  of  useful  and  entertaining 
knowledge.  We  think  the  habit  of  reading  such  works  a 
great  adjunct  to  our  efforts  to  improve  and  elevate  the  moral 
as  well  as  mental  standard  of  our  inmates. 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  more 
for  the  officers’  library.  Secluded  as  they  are,  by  their  duties 
and  local  situation,  from  the  usual  amusements  and  enjoy- 
ments of  their  class,  they  seem  entitled  to  some  little  effort  on 
our  part  to  contribute  to  their  literary  amusement  and  in- 
struction. We  have  relied,  for  this  department,  on  volun- 
tary gifts,  and  still  think  we  can  accomplish  a good  deal  by 
placing  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a special  committee. 

The  Report  from  our  esteemed  Chaplain  shows  that  the 
moral  and  religious  interests  of  our  pupils  have  received  due 
attention  during  the  past  year,  and  he  feels  encouraged  by 
its  result  to  persevere  in  his  arduous  and  interesting  duties. 

The  care  and  zeal  manifested  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
House,  in  the  performance  of  their  highly  responsible  and 
arduous  duties,  deserve  and  obtain  the  thanks  of  the  Mana- 
gers. The  crowded  state  of  the  House  during  the  latter  por- 
tion of  the  year,  together  with  the  relaxation  of  discipline 
necessarily  growing  out  of  the  unavoidable  modification  of 
the  contracts  for  the  labor  of  the  boys,  have  entailed  upon 
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the  officers  unceasing  vigilance  and  consequent  anxieties, 
which  have  been  cheerfully  borne  by  all. 

Our  thanks  are,  as  usual,  due  to  the  Committee  of  Ladies? 
who  have  continued  to  perform  their  arduous  though  volun- 
tary duties  throughout  the  year.  The  influence  of  their 
services  and  ministrations  should  be  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged, and  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated. 

The  Managers  feel  a just  pride  in  saying  that,  during  the 
past  year,  all  their  standing  committees  have  ably  and  indus- 
triously performed  their  parts,  and  the  Managers  are  ready 
and  desirous  to  furnish  a detailed  statement  to  your  Honor- 
able bodies,  whenever  and  however  you  may  be  pleased  to 
ask  for  it. 

During  the  year,  death  has  taken  from  our  midst  two  of 
our  most  active  and  highly-esteemed  Managers. 

Joshua  S.  Underhill,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  nine 
years  past,  died  in  April  last,  and  George  J.  Cornell,  whose 
services,  as  one  of  the  Law  Committee  having  in  charge  the 
collection  of  the  theatre  license  fees,  have  been  highly  valu- 
able to  the  Board,  departed  this  life  in  November.  Mr.  Un- 
derhill was  elected  a manager  in  1844,  and  Mr.  Cornell  in 
1845.  They  were  zealous  and  faithful  coadjutors  in  our 
labors,  and  upright  and  honorable  men.  In  July,  of  the 
past  year,  death  also  gathered  into  his  full  garner  one  of 
our  former  active  managers — Augustin  Averill.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Board  in  1835 ; he  was  an  efficient  member 
of  the  Acting  and  Indenturing  Committees  for  several  years, 
was  Chairman  of  the  former  Committee  for  eleven  years,  and 
a Vice-President  for  eight  years.  After  so  many  years  of 
faithful  service,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Board  in  Octo- 
ber,  1853. 

The  Managers  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that,  through 
the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  the  income 
of  the  Society  during  the  past  year  has  been  so  increased,  by 
the  allowance  of  $22,400  from  the  State  Treasury,  that  their 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


11 


receipts  during  the  year  have  been  sufficient  for  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  same  period. 

The  Special  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislature  at  the 
last  session,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Society  aris- 
ing from  causes  which  have  been  fully  explained  in  pre- 
vious reports,  have  been  faithfully  applied  to  their  liquida- 
tion. The  Managers  are  now  free  from  all  embarrassments 

O 

of  this  nature,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  devote  their  efforts 
exclusively  to  urging  upon  the  Legislature,  about  to  meet, 
the  necessity  of  granting  the  necessary  amount  to  complete 
the  buildings  of  the  Institution,  according  to  the  plans  here- 
tofore submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  State  authorities. 

A Special  Committee  of  the  Managers,  having  this  matter 
in  charge,  will,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  session,  present  a me- 
morial to  the  Legislature,  stating  clearly  and  fully  the  great 
urgency  and  imperative  necessity  of  this  appropriation. 

In  the  report  of  last  year,  allusion  was  made  to  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  Board  for  a Convention  of  Superintend- 
ents and  Representatives  from  the  Boards  of  Managers  of 
the  several  Houses  of  Refuge  and  Reform  Schools  in  the 
United  States.  The  Convention  met  in  the  city,  on  the  12th 
of  May  last,  being  composed  of  the  Superintendents  of 
fifteen  Houses,  and  delegates  from  the  Boards  of  Managers  of 
every  Reformatory  in  the  country,  now  numbering  eighteen, 
as  also  from  several  societies  more  properly  preventive  than 
reformatory.  The  delegates  visited  the  House  at  Randall’s 
Island  on  the  first  day,  and  continued  their  sessions  after- 
wards at  Clinton  Hall,  in  the  city.  The  deliberations  of 
the  Convention  were  conducted  with  great  harmony,  and  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  was  evinced,  calculated  to  lead  to  important 
results  in  future  conventions.  The  experience  of  the  several 
Superintendents  and  Managers  present  was  given  in  very 
full  detail,  and  a free  exchange  of  views  as  to  the  true  princi- 
ples of  the  management  of  these  institutions  was  had,  while 
the  Convention  at  the  same  time  decided  that  it  would  be 
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dangerous,  at  a first  Convention,  to  lay  down  any  fixed  prin- 
ciples of  action  upon  disputed  questions.  A second  Conven- 
tion is  to  be  field  in  tfie  city  of  New  York,  on  May  next, 
from  wfiicfi  may  be  expected  the  happiest  results  in  aid  of 
the  cause  of  juvenile  reform. 

In  conclusion,  we  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  from 
our  various  officers,  and  interesting  extracts  from  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  former  inmates  of  the  House.  We  deem  it 
proper  also  to  re-publish,  in  connection  with  this,  the  circu- 
lars which  we  use,  and  which  will  show  that,  as  far  as  we  can, 
we  exercise  our  powers  and  our  influence  to  protect  and 
watch  over  our  children  long  after  they  leave  our  care.  Act- 
ing without  fee,  reward  or  emolument,  without  patronage 
and  without  any  chance  even  of  public  fame,  the  Managers 
have  no  objects  in  view  but  those  of  humanity  and  morality. 
They  have,  of  course,  no  private  interests  to  subserve ; the 
fruits  of  their  labors  are  for  the  common  weal ; they  there- 
fore ask  with  confidence,  and  shall  press  with  importunity 
even,  for  what  they  know  to  be  necessary  to  the  full  success 
of  the  noble  State  charity  intrusted  to  their  charge. 


A.PPEISrDIX 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents : 

Gentlemen  : 

Your  Physician  respectfully  reports,  that  three  deaths  have  oc- 
curred during  the  past  year,  two  of  which  were  caused  by  dysentery 
and  one  by  typhoid  fever.  Dysentery  prevailed  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September,  to  a limited  extent.  With  this  exception, 
the  inmates  of  the  Refuge  have  enjoyed  remarkable  health,  those 
requiring  medical  attention  being  few  in  number  and  mostly  con- 
stitutionally predisposed  to  disease. 

The  Institution  is  free  from  ophthalmia.  Small-pox,  although 
prevalent  elsewhere,  has  not  occurred  in  your  Institution.  Such 
protective  measures  have  been  adopted  as,  it  is  believed,  promise 
most  effectually  to  secure  the  inmates  of  the  Refuge  from  its  in- 
vasion. 

The  foregoing  statement  is  highly  favorable,  presenting,  as  it 
does,  extraordinary  exemption  from  disease  in  a community  of  over 
.six  hundred  children,  exposed  to  various  predisposing  and  exciting 
causes  of  disease,  necessarily  incident  to  all  Institutions  where  large 
numbers  are  congregated.  The  remarkable  degree  of  vigorous 
health  enjoyed  by  the  children,  furnishes  unmistakable  evidence  of 
the  wisdom  and  skill  with  which  the  management  of  the  Refuge  is 
conducted. 

IIEXRY  X.  WHITTELSEY, 

Physician. 

Randall’s  Island,  January  1st,  1858. 


LADIES’  REPORT. 


The  Ladies’  Committee,  in  tendering  their  Report,  would  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  kind  hand  of  a merciful  Providence,  in  pre- 
serving in  health  and  life  its  members  during  the  past  year,  and  in 
enabling  us  to  prosecute  our  duties  with  but  few  interruptions. 

Again  would  we  bear  our  testimony  of  approbation  to  this  Insti- 
tution of  Philanthropy,  in  rescuing  from  degradation  those  whom 
circumstances  often,  rather  than  crime,  would  allure  to  ruin,  and  in 
throwing  around  them  the  salutary  restraints  and  encouragements 
to  the  correction  of  those  errors,  which  shall  result  in  their  present 
and  future  happiness. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  at  the  present  time.  Considerable 
seriousness  prevails  among  the  girls  on  the  subject  of  personal  re- 
ligion, and  some  are  hoping  in  the  great  salvation,  who  may  become, 
through  the  influence  of  truth  here  received,  useful  in  the  sphere 
to  which  Providence  may  call  them. 

The  inmates  are  all  in  good  health,  and  the  excellent  order  and 
system,  which  prevail  in  every  department,  give  an  air  of  comfort 
among  them,  while  it  affords  true  gratification  to  those  who  are  per- 
mitted from  time  to  time  to  visit  the  Asylum. 

The  benefits  resulting  from  a proper  classification  of  the  girls,  we 
confidently  hope,  is  not  far  distant,  when  this  Institution  shall  rank 
among  the  great  reformatory  measures  of  the  age,  and  many  be 
permitted  to  look  back  with  gratitude  to  God  for  having  drawn 
them  to  Himself  through  this  instrumentality. 

SARAH  B.  BROWN, 

Secretary. 


January  1,  1858. 


TEACEER’S  REPORT  OF  BOYS’  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Refwmation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents : 

Gentlemen  : 

Acknowledging  oiir  obligations  to  that  God  who  lias  mercifully 
spared  our  lives  and  continued  our  efforts  another  year,  I now 
present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Male  Department  of  the  School 
in  the  New  York  House  of  Refuge. 

The  whole  number  of  boys  under  instruction  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  was 418 

There  have  been  received  into  the  school  during  the 

year 467 


Whole  number  under  instruction  during  the  course  of  the 

year 885 


Of  the  467  received  into  the  School : 


Did  not  know  the  Alphabet  . 
Could  spell  easy  words  . 
Commenced  to  read  in  1st  Reader 


54 

84 

158 


n 

n 

2d 

a 

63 

ii 

a 

3d 

It 

61 

n 

li 

*4th 

ti 

41 

a 

a 

*5th 

a 

6 

Is  Arithmetic. 

Commenced  with  Addition 

. 319 

U 

“ Subtraction 

. . 

50 

li 

“ Multiplication 

. 

35 

(1 

“ Division 

• 

81 

Twenty-eight  of  tliese  have  been  taught  in  the  Refuge  before. 
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Commenced  with  *Denominate  Numbers  ...  21 

“ “ *rractions  ......  9 

“ “ ^Proportion  .....  2 

467 

'riicre  arc  now  5’i’'7  boys  in  the  School, 

Of  wliom  do  not  know  the  alphabet  ....  3 

Read  in  1st  Reader  . . . . . .119 

“ “ 2d  139 

“ “ .3d  “ 131 

“ “ 4th  130 

“ “ 5th  “ 55 

677  • 

Are  in  Addition  (1st  class) 99 

“ Subtraction  (2d  class)  ....  100 

“ Multiplication  (3d  class)  ....  96 

“ Division  (4th  class)  .....  96 

“ Miscellaneous  Arithmetic  (5th  class)  . . 186 

677 

Of  whom  are  in  Denominate  Numbers  . . . 110 

Fractions  .....  45 

Interest  .....  17 

Miscellaneous  Examples  . . 14 

186 

Promotions  in  Arithmetic  During  thk  Year. 

To  Subtraction  (2d  class) 298 

Multiplication  (3d  class)  ......  279 

Division  (4th  class) 246 

Denominate  Numbers  (6th  class)  ....  210 

'I'he  following  promotions  have  been  made  in  the  5th  class  : 

To  Fractions  . . 

Decimals  22 

Interest  ®2 

Profit  and  Loss 


Twenty-two  of  these  were  taught  in  the  Kofuge  before. 


teachek’s  eeport  of  boys’  school. 
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Proportion  ..... 

69 

Fellowship  ..... 

64 

Miscellaneous  Examples 

49 

Through  the  Arithmetic 

28 

The  following-  promotions  have  been  made  in  Reading-  during  the 
year  : 

To  2d  Reader  ........  236 

3d  “ 228 

4th  “ 169 

5th  95 


The  following  Tables  show  the  attainments,  in  Reading,  Writing 
and  Arithmetic,  of  those  boys  who  have  left  the  Institution  during 
the  year : 


I.N'  Reading. 


Read  in  1st  Reader  .......  28 


(1  u u 

54 

“ “ 3d  “ 

58 

“ “ 4th  “ 

109 

“ “ 5th  “ 

59 

308 

In  Writing. 

Could  not  write  at  all  . 

30 

“ make  letters  ..... 

31 

“ write  words  ..... 

50 

“ “ legibly  ..... 

112 

“ “ well  ...... 

85 

308 

In  Aritiimiitic. 

There  were  in  Addition  ..... 

80 

“ “ Subtraction  .... 

31 

“ “ Multiplication  .... 

50 

“ “ Division  ..... 

62 

“ “ Denominate  Numbers 

51 

“ “ Fractions  .... 

00 

0 
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There  were  in  Interest  . 

“ “ Proportion 

“ “ Profit  and  Loss 

“ “ Fellowship 

“ “ Miscellaneous  Examples 

Through  the  Arithmetic 


6 

7 

6 

4 

11 

23 


At  present,  97  boys  write  on  slates. 

“ 480  “ “ paper. 

“ 282  “ study  Stoddard’s  Intellectual  Arithmetic. 

“ 282  “ “ Geography. 

“ 35  “ “ Grammar. 

“ 75  “ have  studied  Grammar  during  the  year. 


There  are  577  boys  in  the  Institution  to-day.  The  following 
Table  will  show  how  much  time  they  spent  in  school  and  Sabbath- 
school  previous  to  coming  to  the  llefuge — also  their  classification 
in  Reading  and  Arithmetic  when  they  entered,  together  with  their 
present  standing  in  those  branches. 


r 

iiT  ® 

CO 

. 

5 2 

o «; 

« s 

a d 

Ti.me. 

None. 

(/I  o 

cp  j- 

o 

S"  c 

Ti 

Cl 

§ i 

5:  F-  § 

S)  ^ o 

o 

Tot.al. 

o ^ 

o -5 

o - 

Tor  Day  School, 

83 

21)4 

lul 

37 

57 

95 

577 

Sabbath  School, 

lOd 

188 

105 

40 

45 

93 

.577 

lI 

u 

l: 

O 

Classification  IN  Ueadino: 

C3 

Z> 

s 

o 

C3 

© 

© 

« 

M 

K 

a 

?3 

< 

c/1 

s 

n 

On  Entering, 

14,-) 

‘22i 

112 

54 

35 

7 

577 

Present,  Standing, 

119 

139 

131 

].30 

55 

577 

O 

CO 

© 

o 

la. 

O 

23 

ffj 

£ 

Classification  in  Ahitiimetic: 

© 

"5 

c3 

c 

B 

o 

.2 

To 

© 

CS 

X 

< 

CO 

3 

eS 

> 

Q 

s 

© 

Q 

© 

fl 

cn 

H 

On  Entering, 

383 

75 

60 

45 

8 

0 

Present  Standing, 

99 

lUU 

93 

90 

110 

45 

17 

14 

677 

Of  these  95,  41  attended  Ward  Schools  in  the  City,  9 in  Troy,  11  in  Albany,  8 in  Brooklyn,  11 
Country  District  Schools,  and  15  various  other  Schools. 


teacher’s  report  of  boys’  school. 
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In  reviewing  the  past  year,  though  it  has  been  filled  with  anxiety 
and  care,  we  find  many  pleasing  incidents  and  gratifying  reminis- 
cences, to  which  we  shall  ever  refer  with  pleasure,  and,  we  trust, 
with  profit. 

In  our  last  Annual  Report,  we  alluded  to  some  improvements 
made  in  conducting  our  Sabbath-school  exercises,  our  main  object 
being  to  systematize  our  labors  and  so  to  adapt  the  teaching  to  the 
wants  and  necessities  of  the  boys  as  to  enlist  their  attention  by  in- 
ducing them  to  ask  questions,  state  difficulties,  and  to  treasure  up 
in  their  minds  those  principles  of  religious  truth  which  mould  the 
character  and  fit  us  for  the  duties  of  life. 

In  this  effort  we  have  been  successful  in  a higher  degree  than  we 
anticipated.  AYe  have  many  times  been  delighted  with  the  lively 
interest  which  the  boys  have  manifested  in  the  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, the  pleasure  they  have  taken  in  gathering  incidents  in  the 
life  of  our  Saviour,  and  making  use  of  them  to  illustrate  and  en- 
force the  truth  as  they  advanced  in  their  lessons. 

We  feel  that,  in  the  reformation  of  these  boys,  it  is  not  so  much 
what  we  do /or  them  as  what  we  teach  them  to  do  for  themselves. 
Our  first  great  business  is  to  prove  to  them  that  they  are  wrong,  by 
opening  up  the  paths  of  happiness  and  virtue,  and  alluring  them  to 
walk  therein  by  a consistent  Christian  example,  and  by  awakening 
in  them  those  powers  of  the  human  soul  which  have  never  been 
touched. 

I am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  present  condition  of 
the  school,  though  we  are  laboring  rruder  great  disadvantages  as  re- 
gards room  and  a sufficient  number  of  teachers,  is  better  than  it  has 
ever  been  since  my  connection  with  the  Institution.  The  boys  have 
not  only  greatly  improved  in  their  studies,  as  our  Report  will  show, 
but  there  is  a very  marked  improvement  in  their  general  character 
and  deportment. 

This,  I think,  has  been  the  result  of  a more  careful  and  system- 
atic course  of  training,  combined  with  the  commendable  zeal,  prac- 
tical tact,  and  healthful  influence  of  those  associated  with  me,  in 
this  great  and  important  work. 

During  the  year,  Messrs.  Dunton  and  Chapman’s  system  of  pen- 
manship has  been  introduced  into  our  School.  Allow  me  to  say. 
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that,  in  my  opinion,  this  method  of  teaching  is  well  adapted  to  de- 
velop a sense  of  beauty  and  regularity,  and  can  rarely  fail  to  give 
the  learner  a facility  and  rapidity  in  execution,  and  a style  of  pen- 
manship which  is  admirably  suited  to  the  various  occupations  of  life. 

During  the  year,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  of  valuable 
and  interesting  books  have  been  added  to  the  boys’  library.  To  give 
some  idea  of  the  interest  manifested  by  the  boys  in  the  perusal 
of  these  books,  1 am  enabled  to  report  that  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  of  them  assemble  every  afternoon,  in  the  school-room,  of 
their  own  accord,  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  teachers, 
to  spend  their  time  in  reading.  More  than  usual  attention  has 
been  given  to  singing,  especially  during  the  past  year,  and  with  very 
satisfactory  results.  The  beneficial  efiects  of  this  department,  in  sub- 
duing the  rough  and  uncouth  manners,  in  allaying  the  wicked  and 
vicious  propensities,  and  in  aw'akening  and  elevating  the  higher 
nature  of  these  boys,  is  too  apparent  to  be  mistaken  and  cannot  be 
too  highly  estimated. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  O.  L.  Abbott,  first  assistant-teacher,  for 
his  untiring  zeal,  constant  application,  and  entire  success  in  con- 
ducting this  department. 

Let  me  here  bear  unequivocal  testimony  to  the  zeal,  industry  and 
intelligence,  which  my  w'orthy  and  devoted  associates  have  evinced, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  various  duties  during  the  year.  If  any  suc- 
cess has  crowned  my  efforts,  very  much  of  it  is  due  to  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  these  various  duties  have  been  performed. 

The  City  Superintendents,  Messrs.  Eandall  and  Kiddle,  have  once 
visited  and  examined  our  Schools. 

Our  obligations  are  due  to  the  School  Committee  for  their  united 
sympathies,  their  counsel  and  advice,  and  for  their  prompt  response 
in  aiding  us  in  all  our  plans,  to  further  the  work  in  which  we  are 
engaged. 

May  the  blessing  of  Heaven  attend  all  our  efforts  in  the  past,  and 
in  the  future  may  we  take  encouragement  in  that  saying  of  the 
Psalmist:  “He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  sheaves 
with  him.” 

E.  H.  IIALLOCK,  Principal. 

House  of  Eefdge,  Randall’s  Island,  | 

January  1, 18.58.  f 


REPORT  OF  GIRLS’  SCHOOL 


The  school  is  at  present  divided  into  five  distinct  classes. 

The  first  division  comprises  all  those  who  read  in  First 

Reader.  The  number  in  this  division  is  . . . . 16 

Of  these  ten  write  on  paper. 

The  second  division  comprises  all  those  who  read  in  Second 

Reader,  and  are  taught  N'umeration  and  Addition,  . . 14 

The  third  division  embraces  all  those  who  read  in  Third 
Reader,  spell  and  define,  study  Numeration,  Addition  and 

Geography, 22 

The  fourth  division — all  those  who  read  in  Fourth  Reader, 
write  on  paper,  spell  and  define,  are  taught  the  four  funda- 
mental rules  of  Arithmetic  and  Geography,  . . . 12 

The  fifth  division — all  those  who  read  in  Fourth  Reader, 
write  on  paper,  spell  and  define,  are  taught  Arithmetic  ac- 
cording to  their  several  abilities,  and  Geography,  . . 6 

70 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  school  54 
Received  during  the  year  .......  80 

Total  under  instruction  during  the  year  . . . .134 

There  have  been  discharged  ......  64 


Leaving  in  School  at  this  date  . . . . . . 70 

At  present  there  are  70  girls  in  the  house. 

Of  these,  learning  the  alphabet  ......  1 

Spell  easy  words  ........  3 

Read  in  easy  lessons  26 
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Read  in  books  generally  .......  22 

Read  well  ..........  18 

70 

Are  in  Addition  and  Subtraction  . . ...  22 

“ “ Multiplication  and  Division  . . . . . 12 

“ “ Compound  Rules  .......  6 

Many  are  unable  to  perform  examples  in  Addition  on  their 
slates. 


64  pupils  liave  been  discharged. 

The  Report  this  year  is  rather  deficient,  occasioned  by  the  num- 
erous changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the  past  twelve 
months. 

1 have  been  engaged  in  the  School  but  four  weeks,  and  though, 
owing  to  these  changes  and  the  novelty  of  my  position,  I find  many 
difficulties,  my  aim  will  be  to  bring  the  pupils  forward  as  rapidly  as 
may  be  consistent  with  thoroughness  and  good  discipline.'* 

E.  F.  SNELLING,  Teacher. 

Randall’s  Island,  December  31,  1857. 


* The  School  Committee  would  state,  in  reference  to  the  above  Report  of  the  Girls* 
Bcliool,  that  tlie  progress  and  improvement  of  the  pupils  during  the  past  year,  under  tlie 
teaching  of  Misses  Geary  and  Keyes,  Iiave  been  entireiy  satisfactory,  and  that  the  pupiis 
discharged  in  tiiis  period  liave,  with  but  few  exceptions,  reached  the  usual  attainments 
required  before  leaving  tlie  Institution. 


CHAPLAIN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents : 

Gentlemen  : 

In  a brief  review  to  which  the  closing  chapel  service  for  the 
year  was  devoted,  your  Chaplain  was  impressed  that  encouragement, 
gratitude,  and  increased  energy  in  future,  were  called  for  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  past.  The  excellent  general  health  of  the 
Institution,  the  abundant  and  uninterrupted  means  of  intellectual 
improvement  on  behalf  of  its  inmates,  and  the  harmony  and  good 
feeling  of  all  concerned  in  the  various  operations  and  duties  involved, 
while  they  belong  to  other  departments,  for  reports,  are  of  necessity 
80  interwoven  with  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  House, 
that  it  is  not  deemed  to  be  out  of  place  here  to  record  our  fervent 
acknowledgments  to  that  Divine  Providence  of  whose  constant 
watch-care  we  have  thus  such  abundant  proof. 

The  Chapel  services  have  been  sustained  throughout  the  year 
without  a single  interruption.  Seventy-three  of  these  services  have 
been  conducted  by  the  Chaplain  personally,  and  the  remaining 
thirty-one  have  been  participated  in  by  members  of  five  different 
religious  denominations.  On  two  Sabbaths  only  during  the  year 
has  the  Chaplain  been  absent,  and  then  to  supply  the  pulpits  of 
ministers  who  at  the  same  time  were  occupying  ours  in  the  Chapel. 

The  responsibility  of  this  position  is  not  unappreciated ; the  jrast, 
the  present,  and  the  future  of  these  children  and  youth,  crowd  upon 
tlie  mind,  and  combine  to  impress  it  with  the  necessity  of  presenting 
such  truths  and  in  such  a manner  as  are  directly  calculated  to  lead 
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to  a sense  of  their  various  responsibilities,  to  reformation  of  life,  and 
to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  Christian  religion  here,  and  their  full 
fruition  in  the  world  to  come.  Many  here  for  the  first  time  listen 
to  Gospel  truth,  many  for  the  first  time  attend  Divine  service  in  our 
Chapel,  and  form  their  views  thereof  by  what  is  here  exhibited, 
while  all  need  the  enlightening  power  of  the  truth,  and  the  saving 
infiuences  of  grace,  in  relation  to  which,  as  an  instrument,  so  much 
is  devolved  upon  us. 

Our  labors  in  the  Institution  being  confined  to  the  Sabbath,  and 
embracing  two  services  in  the  Chapel,  and  intermediately  a Bible 
Class,  but  a limited  acquaintance  can  be  formed  with  the  subjects 
of  our  ministrations,  and  the  knowledge  of  specific  results  but 
infrequently  transpire,  yet  the  attention  and  interest  generally 
manifested  encourage  sanguine  hope  that  in  many  the  seed  here 
sown  will  produce  abundant  fruit.  In  some  instances  interesting 
intelligence  has  been  communicated  directly  to  the  Chaplain  from 
children  who  have  left  the  House,  and  in  one  case  of  a boy  who 
now  enjoys,  in  a high  degree,  the  confidence  and  esteem,  both  of 
the  family  where  he  resides,  and  of  the  community  of  the  place, 
and  not  only  for  his  correct  deportment,  but  for  his  interest  and 
efforts  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  as  a member  of  the  Church. 

In  the  Sabbath-school  Department  the  exercises  in  the  morning 
have  been  conducted  by  the  Teachers,  and  in  the  afternoon,  by 
visitors  of  various  denominations,  some  of  whom  have  long  and 
faithfully  labored  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  this  Institution. 
The  Bible  Class,  formerly  conducted  by  the  principal  Teacher  and 
Chaplain  alternately,  the  former,  Mr.  Hallock,  has  now  under  his 
entire  charge  ; and  the  other,  formerly  under  the  care  of  a teacher 
from  without,  is  permanently  attended  to  by  the  Chaplain.  The 
School  Committee,  in  connection  with  the  Principal,  have  been 
laboring  for  some  time  to  devise  a plan  to  render  the  Sabbath-school 
instructions  among  the  larger  portion  of  the  boys  (those  the  less 
intelligent)  more  simple,  direct,  and  effective,  of  which  there  is  a 
fair  prospect  of  completion. 

The  children  in  both  departments  have  recited  during  the  year 
(82,000)  eighty-two  thousand  verses  of  Scripture. 

Monthly  rewards  of  books  have  been  most  liberally  distributed  by 


chaplain’s  repoet. 
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the  visitors  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-school  Union,  and 
are  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  Managers. 

Religious  Tracts  have  been  supplied  monthly  by  the  New  York 
City  Tract  Society,  the  American  Messenger  and  Child’s  Paper 
have  been  liberally  furnished  by  the  Board,  and  the  New  York 
Observer,  Christian  Intelligencer  and  New  York  Evangelist  have 
been  sent  to  the  Institution  gratuitously  by  their  several  proprietors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  HORTON, 

Chaplain. 


New  York,  January,  1858. 


Thi  Society  for  the  Keformation  of  Juvenile  Uelinqiieuta  {iJenerai  Fund)  irt  account  current  with  Walter 

Underhill,  Treasurer. 
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WALTER  UNDERHILL,  Treasurer. 


Thv  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  [Buildiny  Fund)  in  acc't  current  with  Walter  Underhill,  Treas. 


treasurer’s  report. 
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•VO  account  has  been  examined  by  us,  compared  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  to  be  correct. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT  FOR  1857. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 
Delinquents  : 


Gentlemen  : — The  Superintendent  respectfully  reports  that  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Institution,  in  1825,  the  whole  number  of 
children  which  have  been  received  is  Y,336.  The  number  in  the 
House  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1857,  was  as  follows,  viz. : 


White  Boys, 
White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys, 
Colored  Girls, 


399 

53 

19 

1 


Received  during  the  year  1857  : 

White  Boys, 

White  Girls, 

Colored  Boys, 

Colored  Girls, 

Of  these  we  disposed  of : 

White  Boys, 

White  Girls, 

Colored  Boys, 

Colored  Girls, 


439 

79 

28 

1 

547  1,019 


289 

63 

19 

1 372 


Leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1858  : 

White  Boys,  .... 

White  Girls,  .... 

Colored  Boys,  .... 

Colored  Girls,  .... 


549 

69 

28 

1 

647 


29 


superintendent’s  report. 


TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  sources  whence  were  received  547  Children  during  the 

year  1857. 


White 

Boys. 

White 

Girls. 

Colored 

Boys. 

Colored 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  the  New  York  Police ... 

62 

24 

6 

1 

93 

(1 

“ “ Sessions 

186 

12 

5 

0 

203 

Kings  County  “ 

44 

8 

5 

0 

oT 

(( 

Rensselaer  Co.  “ 

32 

15 

5 

0 

52 

Albany  “ “ 

18 

5 

0 

0 

23 

(4 

Governors  of  N.  Y.  Alms  House 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

44 

Saratoga  County  Sessions  .... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

44 

Westchester  “ “ . . . . 

4 

1 

0 

0 

5 

44 

Putnam  “ “ . . . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Dutchess  '•  “ . . . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

s 

44 

Queens  “ “ . . . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

44 

Columbia  “ “ . . . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

44 

Orange  “ “ . . . . 

2 

0 

2 

0 

4 

44 

Suffolk 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

44 

Greene  “ “ . . . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Returned  after  having  been  given  up 

363 

66 

25 

1 

455 

to  friends  or  indentured 

76 

13 

3 

0 

92 

439 

79 

28 

1 

547 

TABLE  II. 

Showing  the  parentage  of  429  White  Children  received  into  the 
House  during  the  year  1857. 


American 80 

Irish 277 

English 31 

German 31 

Scotch 5 

French 2 

Prussian 1 

Danish 1 

Welch 1 


429 
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T A B L p]  III. 


tviiitc 

1 Boys. 

Wliite 

Girls. 

1 

Colored  Colored 

1 Boys.  1 Girls.  | Total. 

Indentured  to  J'armers 

138 

0 

1 14 

0 

! 152 

Cl 

Housewifery 

0 

36 

i 0 

1 

i 37 

Clerkships  

11 

0 

! 0 

() 

Shoemakers 

18 

; 0 

0 

0 

i 13 

Blacksmiths 

8 

1 0 

0 

0 

I 8 

Tailors 

ti 

1 0 

‘ 0 

1 0 

6 

Carpenters 

(1 

0 

I ® 

i 

! 6 

Coopers 

2 

0 

0 

[ 0 

2 

“ 

Masons 

2 

0 

1 0 

2 

k l 

Fringe  Maker 

1 

1 0 

! 0 

i 0 

; 1 

Segar  Makers 

2 

1 0 

! 0 

i ^ 

i 2 

Machinists 

2 

i 0 

t 0 

I () 

! 2 

Painter 

1 

0 

1 0 

0 

1 

Edgetool  Makers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 2 

ki 

Candle  Makers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 2 

Plumbers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

! 2 

Potter  Baker 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Bakers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Butchers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Carriage  Makers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinsmith 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

C4 

Oil  Manufacturer 

1 

fl 

0 

0 

1 

Comb  Maker 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

“ 

Caulker 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

kC 

Hatter 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pump  and  Block  Maker 

1 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cabinet  Maker 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

House  Servant 

0 

b 

1 

0 

1 

'* 

Engineer 

1 1 

0 1 

0 

0 

1 

Ci 

Coppersmith 

1 

0 ' 

0 

0 1 

1 

Printer 

1 : 

0 

0 

(1 

1 

Discharged  . 

09 

27 

4 

0 

100 

Escaped . . . . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Died ....... 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

289  i 

63  ! 

19 

1 

372 

TABLE  IV. 

Shotvinff  the  ages  of  455  Children  received  during  the  year  185'7. 


5 

were 

8 years  old. 

295  brought  forward. 

10 

IC 

9 

H 

70  were  15  years  old. 

25 

a 

10 

H 

49  “ 16 

25 

n 

11 

(C 

31  “ 17  “ 

59 

n 

12 

iC 

8 “ 18 

74 

n 

13 

u 

1 was  19  “ 

97 

n 

14 

li 

1 “ 20  “ 
Average  age,  13  yrs.  8 mos. 

supeeintendent’s  report. 


TABLE  V. 

Showing  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  number  of  Children  in  the  House, 
with  the  Average  for  the  year  1857. 


Date  1857. 

Hoys. 

Girls 

Total 

Date  1857. 

Boys.jGirls 

Total 

January  2 

418 

472 

J 111  V 8 

448 

56 

404 

“ ‘ 9 

421 

-170 

“ 10 

44-7 

56 

508 

“ IG 

424 

479 

“ 17 

453 

56 

509 

“ 23 

425 

480 

“ 24 

462 

60 

522 

“ 30 

428 

483 

“ 31 

463 

62 

February  6 

429 

56 

485 

Augu.st  7 

469 

66 

585 

“ "13 

435 

492 

14 

480 

66 

546 

“ 20 

437 

58 

495 

“ 21 

480 

66 

5-16 

“ 97 

439 

498 

“ 28 

-186 

70 

March  O 

59 

495 

Septem.  4 

-492 

72 

“ 13 

410 

61 

501 

11 

503 

73 

576 

“ 20 

4 16 

60 

506 

“ 18 

71 

577 

“ 27 

446 

61 

507 

“ ‘>5 

523 

72 

595 

April  3 

02 

526 

70 

590 

10 

450 

61 

511 

“ 9 

533 

68 

601 

“ 17 

430 

52 

482 

“ 15 

635 

66 

601 

“ 24 

425 

477 

“ 23 . 

549 

65 

614 

May  1 

426 

51 

477 

“ 30 

560 

65 

625 

“ 8 

425 

53 

478 

Xovem.  6 

70 

629 

“ 15 

421 

50 

474 

“ 13 

558 

69 

627 

It  99 

420 

5 '2 

472 

“ 20 

69 

630 

‘‘  9Q 

426 

52 

478 

“ 27  

68 

628 

June  ') 

129 

484 

560 

67 

627 

“ -12 

429 

56 

485 

“ 11 

562 

68 

630 

“ 19 

445 

oOO! 

“ IS 

69 

“ 20 

449 

55 

504i 

“ 25 

573 

69 

642 

Asxual  Average Oo3;i 


TABLE  VI. 

Showing  the  Work  done  in  the  Female  Department  during  the 

year  1857. 


Dresses  made 

92 

Skirts  “ 

600 

Chemises  “ 

11  1 7o 

Aprons  “ 

Shirts  “ 

. . ^^05  Ihft, 

Sheets  “ 

102 

Pillow-cases  made 

....  219  Pieces  washed 

. . . 103,760 

Comfortables  “ 

....  25  Bed  Ticks  made 

96 

Quilts  “ 

12 
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In  addition  to  the  work  exhibited  in  the  foregoing  Table,  the 
girls  have  been  engaged  in  nearly  all  the  domestic  labors  that  ap- 
pertain to  a well-regulated  family.  They  also  attend  the  school 
three  and  a half  to  four  hours  per  day,  for  the  details  of  which  you 
are  referred  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Principal  Teacher 
of  that  department. 

The  hoys  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  chair  seats, 
wire-cloth  weaving,  sieve  making  aind  grading  the  grounds.  All 
the  wearing  apparel  for  the  children  is  made  and  repaired  in  the  In- 
stitution, by  the  inmates. 

During  the  jmar  we  have  employed  twenty-five  of  the  largest 
boys  in  blasting  rocks  and  grading  the  grounds  ; their  labor  alone, 
in  this  necessary  work,  is  computed  as  a saving  of  over  three  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  House ; the  yard  of  the  Female  Ilouse  and 
the  lawn  in  front  have  now  a complete  grade  and  pleasant  aspect. 

Fifty  boys  are  employed  in  the  domestic  work  of  the  male  de- 
partment, making  and  mending  their  clothes,  cooking,  cleaning, 
<fec. ; the  others  are  employed  in  the  different  shops,  where  they 
perform  their  labors,  with  cheerfulness,  six,  seven  and  eight  hours 
per  day,  according  to  the  season  ; two  and  a half  and  three  hours 
are  allotted  daily  to  all,  for  meals  and  recreation.  Those  boys  who 
finish  their  work  before  the  time  for  closing  the  shops  in  the  after- 
noon, have  the  privilege  of  reading  their  library  books  in  the  school- 
room, under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  teachers ; and  many  of 
them  complete  their  labor  in  time  to  spend  two  hours  daily  in  this 
way. 

In  addition  to  their  labor  and  recreation,  they  attend  School  from 
three  and  a half  to  four  and  a half  hours  per  day ; and,  considering  the 
large  number  of  children  in  the  House,  and  the  disadvantages  arising 
from  the  girls  occupying  several  of  the  rooms  designed  for  the  use  of 
the  hoys,  they  are  making  commendable  improvement.  A full  state- 
ment of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  School  is  set  forth  in  the 
Teacher’s  Report. 

The  children  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  Sab- 
bath-school and  Chapel  exercises  every  Sabbath,  and,  by  referring  to 
the  Chaplain’s  Report,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  moral  condition 
of  the  inmates  is  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  Institution  has  been  remarkably 
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good,  only  three  having  died,  and  hut  few,  considering  the  large 
number  congregated  together,  have  required  medical  treatment,  as 
will  appear  by  reference  to  the  Physician’s  Report. 

Our  hearty  acknowledgments  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  Neiu  York  Intelligencer^  Observer,  and  Evangelist, 
for  the  donation  of  a copy  of  their  respective  papers,  for  the  use  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  and  to  all  others  who  have  in 
any  wise  afforded  us  aid  or  comfort  in  the  performance  of  our 
duties. 

In  my  la.st  Annual  Report,  I stated  that  the  principal  embarrass- 
ment under  which  we  labored,  for  the  attainment  of  satisfactory 
progress  and  complete  success,  was  in  the  non-completion  of  the  Fe- 
male House,  and  the  necessary  occupation  by  the  girls  of  the  apart- 
ments designed  for  the  use  of  the  boy.s,  thereby  effectually  preventing 
that  classification  necessary  to  the  complete  success  of  a Reformatory. 

The  year  just  closed  has  given  us  no  relief  in  this  difiieulty ; we 
cud  the  year  with  160  boys  and  16  girls  more  than  we  had  at  the 
commencement,  and  the  Female  House  not  yet  completed. 

The  Managers  fully  appreciate  our  difficulties,  and  we  can  only  re- 
new our  oft-repeated  suggestions,  that  no  effort  be  spared  to  procure 
the  necessary  means  for  the  completion  of  the  Girls’  House. 

All  the  officers  of  the  Institution  have  performed  their  respective 
duties  with  promptness  and  ability ; they  have  exhibited  a commend- 
able zeal  for  the  cause  of  Reform  and  have  my  hearty  thanks  for 
their  timely  aid  on  all  occasions. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers,  I tender  my  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  their  continued  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  the  assistance  they 
have  rendered  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties.  Hoping 
to  merit  their  continued  approbation  and  kindness,  it  will  be  my  ob- 
ject on  all  occasions  to  perform  my  duties  in  such  a manner  as  to 
promote  the  best  interest  of  the  Institution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

•JOIIX  W.  KETCIIAM,  Superintendent. 

House  of  Refuge,  Ramiairs  Island,  \ 

January  1, 1S5S.  f 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  DAILY  JOURNAL. 


January  1857. 

As  usual,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  the  workshops  were  closed.  The 
children  amused  themselves  during  the  day  by  playing  in  the  yard  and 
partaking  of  the  refreshments  provided  for  them  by  the  Managers.  The 
day  passed  away  without  much  excitement  or  enthusiasm  of  any  kind. 
Mr.  Horton,  our  chaplain,  called  in  a few  minutes  in  the  afternoon.  M e 
commence  the  New  Year  with  472  children,  viz.  : 418  boys  and  54  girls, 
being  77  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  1856. 

January  2d 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive,  and  Messrs.  Strong 
and  Halsted,  of  the  School  Committee,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

January  bth. 

Mr.  I.  Russell,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  visited  this  day.  Mr. 
Strong  visited  the  schools. 

February  5t7i. 

Recorder  Paddock,  Aldermen  Hurdis,  Kenny  and  Crandall,  of  the  city 
of  Albany,  accompanied  b}^  Mr.  Hurst,  Superintendent  of  the  Albany 
Poor  House,  and  Mr.  Chase,  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  visited  the  House 
this  day.  Their  object  was  to  examine  the  Institution,  in  regard  to 
building  an  asylum  in  Albany,  as  contemplated  under  the  statute  of 
1853.  They  expressed  themselves  pleased  with  their  visit 

February  1‘hth. 

Messrs,  Russell,  Cobb  and  Hoe,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  made 
their  regular  semi-monthly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 

March  12,  th. 

The  City  Superintendents  of  Schools,  Messrs.  Randall,  Kiddle  and 
Jones,  in  conjunction  with  the  School  Committee,  Messrs.  Strong, 
Downer  and  Halsted,  examined  the  schools  this  afternoon  and  evening. 
The  exercises  were  very  satisfactory  and  were  highly  commended  by  the 
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examiners.  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
also,  Mrs.  Skidmore,  Neefus,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Marshall  and  Brown,  of 
the  Ladies’  Committee,  with  quite  a number  of  invited  guests,  were  pre- 
sent. The  performances  of  the  children  made  more  than  ordinarily  a 
favorable  impression. 

March  20t7i. 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterburjq  of  the  Executive,  and  Messrs.  Strong, 
Downer  and  Ilalsted,  of  the  School  Committee,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

March  21.9f. 

We  are  again  called  upon  to  record  the  demise  of  another  member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  Mr.  Joshua  S.  Underhill.  He  died  on  the  13th 
inst.,  at  his  residence  in  this  city.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  and  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  held  the  respons- 
ible office  of  Treasurer  to  the  Society. 


March  2'2J. 

This  moi’ning  the  Rev.  Dr.  Iloldich,  Secretary  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  dedicated  a Bible  for  the  chapel,  presented  to  the  House  by  the 
New  York  Bible  Society.  He  gave  an  excellent  discourse  to  the  children, 
from  the  parable  of  the  “Prodigal  Son.”  Mr.  Horton  addressed  the 
children  in  the  afternoon.  Messrs.  Reed  and  Newton  visited  the  Sabbath- 
schools.  Of  the  Managers,  Me.ssrs.  Strong,  I.  Russell  and  Leigh  attended 
during  the  day. 

March  2Sd. 

The  Ladies’  Committee,  Mrs.  Woodward  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  John  White  and  lady,  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Collins,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  visited  the  Hotise  this  morning.  Mrs.  Collins  made  some 
very  suitable  and  feeling  remarks  to  the  children  while  they  were  con- 
vened at  the  dinner  table. 

March  2ith. 

Messrs.  Yandervoort  and  Sparks,  Clerk  and  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  New 
York  Court  of  Sessions,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Assistant  District 
Attorney,  Mr.  Habershaw  and  friends  visited  this  day  and  expressed 
themselves  highly  plca.sed  with  their  visit.  Mr.  Strong  also  visited  the 
schools. 

March  26<^. 

Messrs.  Russell,  Cobb,  Hussey  and  Cronkhite,  of  the  Indenturing  Com- 
mittee, made  their  regular  semi-monthly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 
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March  28th. 

We  have  discharged  four  children  this  day  and  received  thirteen. 

April  17  th. 

Thomas  D visited  the  House  this  morning.  He  was  indentured 

to  a farmer  in  1851,  on  Long  Island.  His  apprenticeship  expired  about 
one  year  ago,  but  he  is  still  with  his  master,  and,  for  the  next  eight 
months,  is  to  receive  eighteen  dollars  per  month.  He  is  a substantial  and 
very  respectable  appearing  young  man. 

May  1st. 

Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbuiy,  and  Leigh,  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  their  regular  weekly  visit  to  the  House  this  morning ; and  the 
Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  in  the  afternoon. 

May  12th. 

A Convention  of  delegates,  from  all  the  Houses  of  Refuge  and  Reform 
Schools  in  the  United  States,  met  at  this  Institution  this  morning,  and 
organized,  by  selecting  Mr.  Isaac  Collins,  of  Philadelphia,  as  President, 
with  eight  Vice-Presidents  and  two  Secretaries,  as  permanent  officers  of 
the  Convention.  They  transacted  some  business  and  adjourned:  they 
will  hold  the  regular  Sessions  of  the  Convention  in  Clinton  Hall,  As- 
tor  Place,  hereafter,  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Much  information 
is  expected  through  the  acts  of  this,  the  first  Convention  of  the  kind 
ever  held  in  the  United  States. 

June  l;th. 

Mr.  Edwin  Palmer,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, appointed  by  the  Governor  to  examine  the  Reformatories  of  the 
different  States  of  the  Union,  in  view  of  erecting  one  in  Wisconsin,  ac- 
companied by  Jlr.  G.  W.  Mygatt,  Architect  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee, 
visited  the  Institution,  and  very  minutely  inspected  all  the  departments 
this  day. 

June  5th. 

The  Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  here  this 
afternoon.  The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbury  and 
Leigh,  and  Mrs.  Robert  and  Mrs.  Hart,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee,  care- 
fully inspected  all  the  departments  this  morning. 

June  llM. 

Judges  Moore,  Morehouse,  Blatchley,  Voorhies,  and  Cornwall,  with 
the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Criminal  Courts  of  the  city  of  Brco’.dyn, 
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visited  the  house,  shops  and  schools  this  day.  Judge  Moore  very  feel- 
ingljr  and  appropriately  addressed  the  schools,  expressing  himself  highly 
gratified  with  the  appearance  and  prospects  of  the  children. 

June 

B W visited  the  house  this  day.  He  was  indentured  in 

1852,  to  a farmer  in  New  Jersey,  wdth  whom  he  served  out  his  time, 
giving  good  satisfaction. 

lie  is  now  employed,  and  receives  good  wages ; he  thinks  his  being 
sent  to  the  Refuge  resulted  in  much  good  to  him,  and  is  glad  he  was  sent 
here  ; he  is  a member  of  the  church,  in  good  standing,  where  he  resides ; 
he  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  future  welfare. 

June  l&th. 

Jlr.  N.  Hedges,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  with  Mr.  R.  L.  Cooke,  of  Bloomfield, 
accompanied  by  a number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  visited  this  morning, 
also,  !Mr.  Strong  accompanied  by  Miss  Wright,  Principal  of  the  New 
York  Female  Normal  School,  visited  this  afternoon. 

July  Ath. 

This  being  Independence  day,  the  children  began  to  keep  it  at  6 o’clock, 
at  the  sound  of  the  morning  salute  from  our  brass  cannon — during  the 
morning,  until  10  o’clock,  the  boys  amused  themselves  in  marching  and 
counter-marching  in  military  order  about  the  yard.  At  that  hour,  all 
were  assembled  in  the  Chapel,  where  the  children  sung  patriotic  airs, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Abbott,  our  first  assistant-teacher,  and  spoke 
a number  of  appropriate  pieces,  prepared  by  Mr.  Hallock,  the  principal 
teacher ; after  which  they  were  addressed  by  Messrs.  Pardee,  Rowlston 
and  Hart.  These  exercises  were  then  adjourned  for  dinner,  at  which 
all  were  in  a condition  to  do  their  part. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  day  was  spent  by  the  children  in  the  sports 
of  the  yard,  and  partaking  of  the  refreshments  provided  for  them  by  the 
managers  of  the  Institution,  of  whom  were  present,  Messrs.  Strong,  Hal- 
sted  and  Russell,  also,  Mrs.  Neefus,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee,  with  a 
number  of  other  guests.  All  seemed  intent  and  earnest  to  keep  the  4th 
of  July.  No  accident  occurred,  and  all  passed  off  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  children  and  guests. 


July  lOl/i, 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  Mrs. 
Neefus  and  Mrs.  Woodward,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee,  visited  and  care- 
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fully  inspected  the  house  this  morning,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  held 
their  monthly  meeting  here  this  afternoon. 

August  IsL 

J B—  visited  the  House  this  day.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 

wife  and  her  sister.  He  left  the  Institution  in  1838,  and  now  hves  at  S , 

in  this  State.  He  says  he  carries  on  the  segar  business  there,  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a handsome  property.  • They  make  a very  respectable  appear- 
ance. 

August  dd. 

Mr.  Edgar  Hanbury,  of  London,  visited  this  day.  His  brother,  the 
Hon.  R.  Hanbury,  has  the  direction  of  a Reformatory  at  IVhitechapel, 
on  Commercial  street,  London,  containing  one  hundred  boys.  He  states 
that  they  are  doing  well,  and  that  the  character  of  the  school  is  very  much 
like  the  Five  Points  Mission  School  of  this  city.  He  thinks  ours  is  on  a 
very  large  scale,  and  seems  pleased  with  his  visit. 

August  %th. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Spofford  and  friends,  from  Spain,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

August  12t7i. 

Mr.  James  Barclay,  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  House  of 
Refuge,  visited  us  this  day,  and  minutely  inspected  every  department. 

August  13t7i. 

Governor  Maloney,  of  the  Alms  House,  with  Harman  Eldridge,  Esq., 
Warden  of  the  Nursery  Department,  accompanied  by  a large  number  of 
friends,  visited  the  Institution  this  afternoon.  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  Inden- 
turing Committee,  also  visited  this  day. 

September  2Zd. 

Governor  Tiemann,  of  the  Alms  House,  James  T.  Brady,  Esq.,  and  a 
number  of  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  visited  the  Institution  this  day. 

September  80th. 

John  L visited  the  House  this  morning.  He  was  indentured  to  a 

gentleman  in  Michigan,  in  1852.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  faithfully, 
and  conducted  himself  in  such  a manner  as  to  gain  the  good-will  and 
esteem  of  all  his  acquaintances.  His  appearance  is  good,  and  he  makes 
a very  favorable  impression  on  our  minds,  in  regard  to  the  care  that  has 
been  taken  of  him  during  his  apprenticeship.  He  returns  to  Michigan 
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soon,  where  he  is  engaged  at  good  wages.  In  the  spring  he  intends  going 
further  west,  to  take  up  land  and  farm  it  on  his  own  account.  He  be- 
lieves the  Refuge  has  been  the  means  of  saving  him  from  ruin.  This 
case  is  a truly  encouraging  one. 

October  7fA. 

J C and  E F , his  wife,  visited  us  this  afternoon. 

They  are  really  a fine-looking  couple  ; they  say  they  are  doing  well,  and 
their  appearance  justifies  us  in  believing  tbeir  statement.  They  were 
both  inmates  of  the  House  in  23d  street.  Their  manners  and  deport- 
ment were  creditable  to  them  and  the  Institution. 

October 

J H visited  the  House  this  morning.  He  was  indentured  out 

in  1854.  He  makes  a very  respectable  appearance. 

November  9tA. 

B R visited  the  House  this  day.  She  served  out  her  time 

faithfully,  and  makes  a very  respectable  appearance. 

November  ‘lOtlt — Grand  Jury  Minute. 

“ Gkand  Jury,  Nov.  20th,  1857. — Clarkson  Crolius,  Foreman.^  Wil- 
liam F.  Ames,  E.  H.  Barnard,  M.  Chrystal,  Samuel  Down,  Geo.  W.  Farn- 
ham,  Thomas  Hope,  Peter  Roberts,  John  C.  White,  D.  B.  Bedell,  R.  Bar- 
iton,  James  Campbell,  A.  W.  Cohen,  C.  C.  Goodhue,  Ira  Hutchinson, 
C.  H.  Mount,  J.  I).  Scott,  John  Pettigrew,  and  Thomas  Trainor — after 
visiting  the  different  apartments  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Jury — tender  our 
■thanks  to  Mr.  Ketcham  for  his  kindness,  and  express  our  approbation  at 
the  general  appearance  of  the  entire  establishment. 

“ Geo.  F.  Peterson,  Secretary 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive,  Mr.  Strong,  of  the 
School,  and  Mrs.  Skidmore  and  Mrs.  Krebs,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee, 
visited  the  House  this  day. 

December  5f7t. 

Messrs.  W.  G.  Hanbury  and  H.  Phillips,  of  Manchester,  England,  vis- 
ited the  Institution  this  day,  and  seemed  pleased  with  their  visit. 

December  WtJi. 

The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbury  and  Townsend, 
visited  the  House  this  day ; also,  Messrs.  Strong  and  Halsted,  of  the 
School  Committee,  and  Mr.  Israel  Russell,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee. 
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The  Girls’  Department  was  visited  by  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Mrs.  Cromwell, 
Mrs.  Downer,  and  Mrs.  Lankford,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee. 

December  22d. 

Managers  Strong,  Russell,  Leupp,  Stevens,  Van  Winkle,  Sands,  Atter- 
bury,  Young,  Spencer,  Ketchum  and  Stillman,  accompanied  by  the  mem- 
bers elect  of  the  New  York  Legislature  from  the  city  and  Kings  county, 
with  a number  of  invited  guests,  visited  and  examined  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Institution  this  day. 

December  2oth. 

This  being  Christmas  day,  the  shops,  as  usual,  were  closed.  During 
the  morning,  we  had  exercises  in  the  Chapel ; in  the  after-part  of  the 
day,  more  particularly,  the  children  were  amused  and  satisfied  in  partak- 
ing of  the  edibles  prepared  for  them  by  the  ilanagers.  Everything  passed 
off  pleasantly.  Messrs.  Stevens,  Strong,  Russell,  Ilalsted,  Atterbury 
and  Townsend  visited  during  the  da}',  accompanied  by  a few  ladies. 

The  Executive  held  their  regular  weekly  meeting  during  their  stay. 

December  ^Otb. 

The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbury  and  Townsend, 
visited  this  day. 

December  31«<. 

Messrs.  Israel  Russell  and  Cronkhite,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee, 
made  their  regular  semi-monthly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 

Mrs.  G.  Dickinson,  of  the  Ladies’  Committee,  visited  the  Girls’  Depart- 
ment this  afternoon. 
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LETTERS 


FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  TERM  OF  APPRENTICESHIP 

HAS  NOT  EXPIRED. 


BOYS. 


March  31s<,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — My  excuse  for  not  -n-riting  before  is,  that  I intended  to  visit 
your  Institution  this  spring,  to  get  one  of  your  boys  for  my  brother-in-law, 
but  circumstances  are  such  as  to  prevent  me  for  the  present.  I am  glad  to 

inform  you  that  W.  K , whom  I have  from  the  House  of  Refuge,  continues 

with  me,  and  so  far  his  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  meet  my  approbation. 
He  attended  school  last  winter  and  made  good  progress  in  his  studies.  Since 
he  has  been  with  me,  he  has  enjoyed  excellent  health.  He  sends  his  love  to 
you  and  the  other  officers. 

Tours  truly,  G.  F.  D. 


April  14tA,  1857. 

John  W.  Ketcham,  Esq.,  Dear  Sir  : — F.  G , whom  I took  from  your 

Institution,  is  with  me  yet,  and  appears  well  satisfied  with  his  place.  He  has 
been  well  since  he  has  been  in  my  care,  and,  I think,  made  good  improvement 
in  his  school  studies.  I am  pleased  with  the  boy  and  take  great  interest  in 
his  future  welfare,  and  do  what  I can  to  promote  his  interest. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  B.  S. 


June  1st,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  ; — I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I.  M still  continues  to  live 

with  me,  and  proves  to  be  an  uncommonly  good  boy.  He  seems  well  con- 
tented, attends  sabbath-school  regularly,  and  is  pleased  with  it.  I can  say 
that  since  he  has  been  here  he  has  behaved  himself  in  all  respects  very  satis- 
factorily. 


Yours  respectfully. 


P.  T. 
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October  3cZ,  1857. 

Dkar  Sir  : — I liavc  been  much  engaged  or  I should  have  written  sooner, 

but  I am  now  happy  to  say  that  A.  R is  still  with  us,  seems  satisfied,  and 

does  his  part  well.  He  attends  church  and  Sunday-school. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  B. 


October  Itli,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  ; — S.  D is  still  with  us.  He  is  honest  and  industrious,  he 

improves  in  education,  attends  Sabbath-school  and  church.  I send  him  to 
district  school  one  quarter  every  year.  lie  is  a very  good  boy. 

R.  S.  Y.  D. 

October  15t/i,  1857. 

Dear  Friend: — J.  M remains  with  me  yet,  he  is  a very  good  boy. 

He  is  honest,  industrious,  and  seems  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and 
usefulness. 

Yours,  &c.,  C.  R. 


September  8th,  1857. 

Mr.  .John  AY.  Ketciiam,  Dear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  came  duly  to 

hand.  In  reply  I will  merely  say  that  A.  J.  S is  the  best  boy,  in  every 

particular,  I ever  knew.  He  is  honest,  regular  to  Sabbath-school,  and  ambi- 
tious of  future  respectability  and  usefulness. 

I am  happy  to  remain, 

A'ours,  respectfully,  AA’’.  A.  I). 


September  8th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — A'ours  of  the  1st  inst.  came  duly  to  hand.  In  reply,  I will 

merely  state  that  A.  J.  S is  the  best  boy,  in  every  particular,  I ever 

kneiv.  He  is  honest.  He  is  regular  at  Sabbath-school.  He  is  ambitious  of 
future  respectability  and  usefulness,  and  I am  happy  to  remain, 

A'ours,  &c.,  AA''.  A.  D. 


September  lOth,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — I received  your  letter  of  inquiry  relative  to  AY . He  is  still 

remaining  with  u.s,  and  is  quite  industrious,  and  has  improved  in  his  education. 
He  goes  to  Sabbath-school,  and  I think  bids  fair  for  future  msefulness  and 
respectability. 

A'ours,  &c.,  J.  H.  T. 


Sepjtember  \5th,  1857. 

Respected  Friend  : — A'our  letter  came  duly  to  hand.  The  lad  yon  let  me 
have  is  a good,  faithful  boy.  He  is  healthy  and  rugged,  and  grows  finely. 
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He  is  not  quite  as  fond  of  bis  book  as  I wish  he  might  be ; in  this,  however, 
we  expect  improvement. 

Yours,  truly,  A.  II.  C. 


September  16th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I have  received  your  letter  concerning  Thomas  D , and 

am  pleased  to  find  that  you  take  so  much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  boys 
that  you  have  under  your  care. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  he  is  a very  good  boy,  honest,  in- 
dustrious, and  improves  in  his  education.  He  attends  the  District  and  Sab- 
bath-schools, and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  boys  in  the  school.  We  are 
much  pleased  with  him. 

Yours,  C.  E.  D. 


September  5th,  1857. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  circular  in  regard  to  J.  11 , 

I inform  you  that  he  learns  pretty  well,  and  wiU,  I think,  make  a bright  man. 
I feel  so  much  interest  in  him  that  I intend  to  see  that  he  has  a good  trade. 
He  often  speaks  of  you  in  the  highest  terms.  His  morals  are  good,  and  I 
intend  doing  all  I can  for  him. 

Yours,  with  respect,  D.  H.  B. 


September  1th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  circular,  making  inquiries  relative  to  C.  T , has  been 

received.  He  remains  with  me,  though  at  present  he  is  on  a visit  to  his 
uncle,  in  Canada.  He  is  improving  in  his  character  and  education.  He  has 
attended  Sunday-school  regularly  up  to  the  time  of  his  departure.  We  think 
him  very  ambitious  of  being  respected.  In  conclusion,  I think  his  reformation 
is  complete,  and  that  he  may  be  fairly  entitled  to  the  character  of  a good  hog. 

Truly  yours,  W.  S.  T. 


Dear  Sir  : — I.  W- 
l)oy. 


September  lith,  1857. 

is  still  with  me,  and  is,  in  all  respects,  a very  good 
Yours,  respectfully,  M.  B. 


September  id,  1857. 

Mr.  Ketciicm,  Sir  : — I received  your  letter  this  morning  respecting  Ed- 
ward T , and  am  happy  to  answer  you  fiivorably  concerning  him. 

He  is  still  with  me,  and  improves  in  his  education  ; he  is  honest  and  indus- 
trious ; he  is  a regular  attendant  on  Sabbath-school,  and  is  ambitious  of  fu- 
ture respectability  and  usefulness  ; he  has  proved  himself  thus  far  a very  good 
boy,  truthful  and  trusty  in  all  things — we  have  never  known  him  to  tell  a 
falsehood;  he  was  very  anxious  to  go  to  Xew  York  and  see  his  friends,  as  he 
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had  not  seen  them  since  he  left  the  Refuge,  and  last  Saturday  I let  him  go  ; 
he  staid  over  Sabbath  and  returned  on  Monday  ; he  found  his  friends,  but  he 
had  grown  so,  they  did  not  know  him ; he  seems  to  be  entirely  satisfied,  and 
is  called  the  best  boy  in  the  Sabbath-schools,  in  which  he  took  the  highest 
prize  last  year.  Doubtless  it  is  gratifying  to  hear  favorable  accounts  from 
those  you  have  put  out  from  your  invaluable  Institution,  and  I hope  that  your 
labors  may  be  abundantly  rewarded. 

Tours,  with  respect,  S.  B. 


Dear  Sir:— M.  C- 
boy. 


is  still  with  us,  and  we 
Yours,  &c., 


Septeinher  ISfil. 
consider  him  a very  good 

W.  W. 


September  5th,  ISfil. 

To  THE  Managers,  &c..  Respected  Friends  : — In  reply  to  your  letter,  I 
inform  you  that  J.  Y is  still  with  me  and  attends  School ; he  seems  satis- 

fied ; he  is  industrious  and  strictly  honest,  and  bids  fair  to  make  a good  man. 
I am  pleased  with  him.  He  is  the  third  boy  I have  had  from  your  Institution, 
and  I could  not  wish  to  have  three  better  boys.  I have  had  no  difficulty  with 
any  of  them,  and  do  not  think  I shall  have  any.  I intend  alwaj's  to  treat 
them  well. 

Yours,  with  respect,  E.  F. 


September  12th,  1851. 

Mr.  Ketcham: — Your  letter  has  been  received,  but  has  been  mislaid,  but 

I can  answer  the  main  questions  contained  in  it.  J.  M continues  with 

me  and  seems  very  contented,  with  good  habits.  I seldom  speak  to  him  in 
regard  to  his  work,  as  he  generally  feels  disposed  to  do  about  right,  and 
seems  willing  to  do  his  duty  ; his  disposition  is  mild  and  good  and  never  dis- 
posed to  pick  quarrels  with  any  ; he  is  high-spirited  enough  to  make  him  think 
well  of  himself.  He  attends  church  regularly,  and  is  a member  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  has  made  fair  progress  in  his  studies.  I call  him  a very  good  boy, 
as  good  as  I ever  had,  and  I have  had  a large  number.  I deem  it  a great 
credit  to  him  and  the  Institution,  to  say  that  he  is  among  the  best  I have  ever 
had  from  good  families  about  our  section  of  the  country.  I believe  he  will 
make  a good  man  and  a good  mechanic. 

Respectfully  yours,  C.  E.  M. 


September  14i/t,  185Y. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  inquiries  in  respect  to  T.  O’B , I am 

pleased  to  say  that  he  is  a very  good  boy.  He  has  united  with  the  church 
since  he  has  been  with  us,  and  has  no  apparent  desire  to  do  anything  wrong. 
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His  general  health  is  good,  and  I have  a great  deal  of  confidence  in  him.  I 
trust  he  will  continue  to  do  >yell. 

Yours  truly,  Sam’l  P. 

September  llth,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  Joseph  is  stiU  with  me,  and  so  far  he  has  been  a good  boy. 
He  is  industrious,  persevering  and  honest,  and  improves  in  his  education.  He  is 
a regular  attendant  on  meeting  and  Sabbath-school ; he  has  obtained  a good 
name  in  the  neighborhood,  and  those  who  know  him  say  he  is  the  best  be- 
haved boy  in  the  place.  He  seems  to  like  the  farming  business. 

Yours  respectfully,  S.  S.  D. 

September  14M,  1857. 

Respected  Friend  ; — You  wished  to  know  of  the  condition  and  conduct  of 

I.  J . lYell,  sir,  he  is  still  with  us  and  seems  to  be  contented  and  happy. 

I believe  him  to  be  perfectly  honest ; he  is  quite  industrious  and  tries  to  im- 
prove the  leisure  time  he  has,  in  reading ; he  is  a very  good  scholar,  he  regu- 
larly attends  the  Sabbath-school  and  learns  his  lessons  well ; he  is  respectful, 
and  seems  ambitious  of  future  respectability.  He  is  a good  boy,  and  we  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  him. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P. 


September  5tb,  1857. 

To  THE  Managers,  &c..  Respected  Friends: — In  answer  to  your  letter,  I 

inform  you  that  J.  G is  still  with  me.  lie  is  honest  and  industrious  ; he 

attends  Sabbath-school,  and  is  a boy  of  good  habits ; he  seems  happy  and 
contented  and  enjoys  good  health.  I think  he  will  make  a respectable  and 
useful  man.  I am  pleased  with  him  in  every  respect. 

Yours,  with  respect,  E.  P.  F. 


September  9iA,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I will  inform  you  that  Wm.  C.  lY is  still  with  me,  and 

seems  like  one  of  my  family.  He  is  perfectly  contented  and  his  health  is  good ; 
he  attends  church  and  school,  and  is  quite  active  in  learning ; he  is  honest 
and  industrious  and  our  family  set  much  store  by  him,  and  intend  to  do  the 
best  we  can  for  him. 

Yours,  &c.  A.  C. 


September  ith^  1857. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir  : — Your  circular  has  been  duly  received,  inquir- 
ing of  John  C , and  I answer  you  by  stating  that  he  is  stiU  with  me,  and 

his  term  of  service  expires  in  May  next.  He  intends  making  this  place  his 
permanent  home  when  his  time  is  out.  He  is  and  has  been  a good  boy  in 
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everything,  and  his  future  prospects  in  life  are  all  that  any  one  in  his  circum- 
stances can  possibly  hope  for  reasonably.  He  is  a noble-hearted,  honorable 
young  man. 

Yours,  «&c.,  J.  E. 


September  14i/(,  1867. 

AIr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir: — I have  neglected  to  answer  your  letter  until  the 

present  time,  which  you  will  please  to  excuse.  J.  W is  still  with  me.  He 

is  honest,  industrious  and  improved  in  his  education;  he  seems  ambitious  of 
future  usefulness.  He  is  loved  by  all  his  acquaintances;  he  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  all  that  is  mine,  and  I could  hardly  get  along  now  without  his  aid.  I 
thinks  his  prospects  are  favorable  to  his  becoming  an  excellent  man. 

Yours  truly,  J.  R.  E. 


September  12t/i,  1857. 

,r.  C.  E remains  with  me  still  and  is  a good  boy  in  everything.  He  is 

quick  to  learn,  and  has  a very  good  education.  I have  no  doubt  of  his  mak- 
ing a useful  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  A.  A. 


September  'Ith^  1857. 

Dear  Sir  1).  I) , I must  say,  is  a very  good  boy.  He  attends  Church 

and  is  a member  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  we  are  pleased  with  him. 

Yours,  &c.,  *J.  A. 


September  ^ith,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — J.  S.  D and  Charles  C are  both  with  me  and  are  good 

boys;  they  both  attend  Church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  we  are  well  pleased 
with  the  improvement  they  make. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  E. 


September  2Sih,  1857. 

Sir; — I take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  E.  M is  with  me  yet, 

and  is  a good  bo}’,  industrious,  careful  and  given  to  no  bad  habits.  He  at- 
tends the  Sabbath-school  and  Church,  and  we  think  much  of  him. 

Your.s,  &c.,  &c.,  J.  M. 


September  9t/i,  1857. 

J[r.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir:— P.  AI still  continues  with  me.  I believe 

him  to  be  honest;  he  is  industrious  and  looks  forward  to  the  future  ambitious- 
ly. I am  pleased  with  the  boy  and  shall  try  and  do  all  I can  for  him. 

Yours,  &c.,  L.  R. 


I,ETTERS. 


49 


September  lOth,  1857. 

Respected  Friend  : — In  answer  to  yours  of  the  1st  inst.,  I inform  you  that  C. 

B.Y is  still  with  me.  lie  is  a very  honest,  industrious  boy.  He  attended 

school  last  winter  and  the  teacher  gave  him  a very  good  name  for  his  improve- 
ment and  behavior.  lie  attends  church  and  seems  ambitious.  lie  has  been 
to  see  his  friends  and  returned  at  the  appointed  time:  he  was  pleased  with  his 
visit ; he  is  pleased  with  his  situation. 

Yours,  &c.,  S.  F.  R. 


September  \)th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  circular  from  the  House  of  Refuge  was  duly  received, 
which  reminded  me  of  a duty  that  I often  thought  of  but  as  often  omitted. 

R.  H is  still  with  mo,  and  I have  nothing  to  say  against  him.  He  has 

proved  himself  to  be  an  honest,  faithful  boy,  and  looks  well  to  my  interest. 
He  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  seems  to  be  anxious  to 
gain  the  respect  of  all.  If  he  continues  to  improve  for  the  future  as  he  ha.s 
for  the  year  past,  I see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  grow  up  to  be  a use- 
ful and  respectable  man.  He  has  his  faults,  and  none  are  free  from  them  ; the 
best  trait  in  his  character  is,  that  he  really  tries  to  do  his  best.  Twice  during 
the  year  I have  given  him  the  privilege  of  going  to  visit  his  mother,  and  he 
has  returned  at  the  appointed  time  to  the  post  of  duty. 

Yours  truly,  E.  A.  W. 


September 'iijtb,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — D.  C is  still  with  me  and  has  been  as  good  a boy,  under 

the  circumstances,  as  I could  wish,  and  I sincerely  hope  he  will  continue  so. 

Yours,  &c.,  P.  T.  B. 


September  \bth,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — Win.  H is  as  good  a boy  as  I ever  had  to  live  with  me. 

Yours,  &c.,  W.  W.  B. 


LETTERS  FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 

September  9th,  1857. 

Mr.  Ketciiam,  Dear  Sir: — B.  E.  S , indentured  to  me  from  your  Insti- 

tution in  1850,  is  still  with  me;  she  is  truly  honest,  as  industrious  as  girls  in 
general,  but  not  so  much  improved  in  education  as  I could  wish. 

She  is  a regular  attendant  at  Sabbath-school  and  Church,  and  very  ambitious 
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of  future  respectability  and  usefulness.  I think  her  a girl  of  good  moral 
character  and  worthy  of  esteem. 

Respectfully  yours, 


A.  B.  B. 


September  16<A,  1867. 

.Iohn  W.  Ketcham,  Esq.,  Deak  Sir:— The  girl,  C.  E.  A , continues  with 

me,  and  so  for  her  conduct  has  been  very  satisfactory.  She  does  not  attend 
.Sabbath-school,  there  being  none  in  the  neighborhood,  but  improves  the  op- 
portunities afforded  her  at  home  to  good  advantage,  and  has  the  reputation  of 
a good  character  in  the  neighborhood. 

Yours  truly,  T.  S.  M. 


September  8t?i,  1867. 

Dear  Sir: — I received  your  letter,  concerning  Catherine  W . She  is 

with  us  and  enjoys  very  good  health,  and  is  getting  along  well ; she  is  honest, 
and  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly.  Indeed,  we  must  say,  she 
is  a very  good  girl,  and  we  shall  do  all  we  can  for  her. 

Yours,  «&c.,  H.  L. 


October  15th,  1867. 

Dear  Friends  :— In  answer  to  your  circular  concerning  Harriet  R , I 

inform  you  that  she  is  still  with  me.  She  is  honest,  industrious,  and  seems 
ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness ; she  gives  us  entire  satisfac- 
tion. „ 

Yours,  &c.,  C-  ®- 


October  14</i,  1867. 

Dear  Sir: In  answer  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  Anna  McK , I will 

say  she  yet  remains  with  us,  and  seems  quite  honest.  She  does  not  attend 
Sabbath-school  regularly,  but  has  religious  instructions  given  her  when  she 
foils  to  go.  She  is  rather  ambitious  in  regard  to  her  future  prospects. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  W.  S.  C. 


April  Vlth,  1867. 

Dear  Sir  :— We  have  found  Mary  C , the  girl  we  took  from  the  Refuge, 

an  industrious  and  good  girl.  She  seems  contented  with  her  home,  and  we 

are  well  pleased  with  her.  r. 

Yours,  &c.,  G.  S.  B. 


February  28th,  1867. 

Dear  Sir:— The  girl,  E.  A.  0 , whom  I took  from  the  Refuge  last  May 

still  continues  a member  of  my  family,  and  is  doing  well. 

Very  respectfully,  J-  B. 
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' October  Zd,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  after  E.  C , I inform  you  that 

she  answers  all  our  expectations.  She  is  honest  and  industrious  and  attends 
the  Sabbath-school,  and  we  hope,  by  watchfulness,  to  bring  her  up  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  her  a respectable  woman. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  B. 


April  Itth,  1857. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir: — It  is  now  some  time  since  I took  A.  C.  M 

from  the  Island.  I am  happy  to  say  that  in  her  we  have  found  more  good 
qualities  than  we  anticipated : my  family  has  become  quite  attached  to  her, 
and,  what  pleases  me  the  more  is,  that  her  disposition  seems  greatly  improved. 
We  trust,  sir,  by  the  assistance  of  Divine  grace  to  so  prepare  her,  that,  when 
her  time  expires  with  us,  she  may  go  out  into  the  world  an  amiable  and 
worthy  young  woman.  She  has  grown  very  much  and  enjoys  excellent  health, 
and  we  are  well  satisfied  with  her. 

Yours,  with  respect,  W.  L. 


October  31sf,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I would  respectfully  inform  you  that  Ellen  McL still  con- 

tinues in  my  family,  and  I am  glad  to  say  is  a good  girl  in  all  respects.  She 
thinks  much  of  herself,  which  I deem  a good  trait  in  her  character,  and  has  a 
bright  prospect  for  the  future. 

Yours  truly,  W.  V.  D. 


September  \5th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  circular,  respecting  G.  E , we  say,  that 

she  is  still  with  us,  is  honest  and  industrious,  attends  church  and  Sabbath- 
school,  and  seems  to  like  them. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  H.  C. 


September  ^%thy  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — Margaret  A.  C is  still  living  with  me.  She  is  well  and  has 

improved  some  since  I last  wrote  to  you ; she  attends  church  with  the  family 
and  seems  well-disposed. 

Yours  truly,  P.  G.  F. 


October  lUh,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I have  neglected  to  write  to  you,  in  regard  to  C.  H , till 

the  present  time.  She  is  still  with  us,  and  enjoys  all  the  religious  privileges  of 
the  sabbath.  We  think  her  a good  girl,  and  shall  do  all  we  can  for  her  welfare. 

Yours  truly,  C.  D. 
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LETTERS  FROM  BOYS. 


August  5th,  IBS'!. 

My  Dear  Friend: — I have  just  read  your  letter,  and  am  pleased  to  in- 
form you  that  I like  my  place  very  well.  I attend  Sabbath-school  and  church 
every  Sunday,  and  I am  trying  to  obtain  the  prize  of  a Bible,  which  is  offered 
as  a reward  to  such  as  may  commit  to  memory  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
Scriptures,  during  the  year.  I shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  all  the  Officers  of 
the  House,  and  you  will  please  to  write  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Yours  truly,  I.  H. 


3Tay  21st,  1857. 

My  Dear  Frie.nd  : — I suppose  you  are  not  aware  of  my  present  condition, 
but  would  like  to  hear  of  one  who  has  been  taught  that  “the  way  of  the 
transgressor  is  hard.”  0 yes  ! I know  you  would.  My  kind  friend,  ever  since 
I left  you,  I have  been  struggling  with  sin  and  Satan,  they  being  my  foes,  and 
I am  sure  you  will  be  gratified  on  hearing  that  I am  doing  well.  I am  in  great 
hopes  yet  to  be  an  honor  to  myself  and  a comfort,  instead  of  a plague, 
(which  I have  been),  to  all  my  friends.  I have  made,  since  I have  been  in  this 
place,  a great  many  acquaintances  who  are  indeed  my  friends.  I have  been 
very  careful  in  regard  to  my  associations,  as  I have  learned  that  a person  is 
i.nown  by  the  company  he  keeps.  1 much  prefer  the  company  of  the  pious 
and  good  to  any  other.  I often  peruse  your  letter,  and  I am  profited  by  the 
lesson  it  teaches  me.  I need  not  say  more,  you  can  now  judge  of  my  present 
condition.  I shall  never  forget  you.  You  Avill  please  to  give  my  kind  regards 
to  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Hallock,  and  all  the  officers  who  knew  me. 

I shall  write  to  you.  Providence  permitting,  once  in  a while.  Will  you  be 
kind  enough  to  answer  this  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  feel  a.ssured  by  God’s 
providence  that  if  you  live  you  will  see  me  on  the  stage  of  action,  “ a bright 
and  shining  light.”  Pray  for  me,  that  I may  hold  out  faithful  until  death  and 
meet  you  at  last  in  that  happy  home. 

Yours,  most  respectfully,  R.  H. 


June  8th,  IBS'?. 

Dear  Sirs  ; — I take  this  opportunity  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  you, 
for  your  good  and  kind  treatment  to  me,  during  the  two  years  I was  with  you  in 
the  Refuge.  The  place  that  I now  live  in  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  I was  ever 
in,  and  Mr.  B.  and  his  lady,  with  whom  I live,  treat  me  as  kindly  as  their  son. 
I really  feel  that  I have  erred  and  strayed,  but  I trust  in  God  that  I shall  do 
better  in  all  time  to  come.  I feel  that  I shall  do  right,  if  I act  according  to 
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the  good  lessons  and  rules  that  you  have  taught  me,  while  under  your  care. 
You  will  please  accept  my  esteem  and  high  regards. 

Yours  truly,  I.  H. 


LETTEES  EEOxM  GIRLS. 


March  31st,  IBS'?. 

Pear  Sir: — I now  gratify  a desire  I have  to  write  to  you,  and  thank  you 
very  much  for  obtaining  for  me  a good  home,  where  I can  learn  to  do  all 
kinds  of  work,  with  kind  people.  Dear  sir,  will  you  please  to  tell  my  friends 
if  they  ever  come  to  the  Refuge,  that  I hope  they  will  not  fret  about  me,  for 
I have  a good  home. 

Yours,  &c.  A.  M. 


September  1857. 

Dear  Friends  : — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I write  to  you  and  let  you  know 
that  I am  well,  and  I hope  you  are  the  same.  I am  living,  as  you  know,  with 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.,  of . I have  an  excellent  place,  they  are  very  kind  to  me 

and  I feel  contented.  I expect  in  a year  or  two  to  come  and  see  you.  I wish 
you  to  give  my  love  to  the  girls,  and  especially  to  the  matrons.  I shall  write 
to  them  soon. 

I’ll  not  forget  to  thank  you. 

Kind  friends  and  matrons  dear ; 

Who  love  the  friendless  child  to  feed. 

And  dry  the  orphan’s  tear. 

I attend  regularly  the  Sabbath-school  and  church  in  this  place. 

Your  affectionate  friend,  A.  C.  M. 

September  10th,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  and  inform  you  that 
I am  still  with  Mrs.  S.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I have  not  done  heretofore  as  I 
should  have  done,  but  I will  try  to  lead  a different  life  from  what  I have  done. 
I now  feel  that  I have  been  the  cause  of  almost  breaking  my  poor  mother’s 
heart,  and  perhaps,  in  some  degree,  the  cause  of  bringing  my  father  to 
the  grave  in  sorrow ; but  I am  now  determined  to  be  a good  girl,  and 
by  the  help  of  God,  when  my  time  expires,  be  the  means  of  comforting  my 
mother  and  assisting  my  little  sister  in  the  world.  I have  no  fault  to  find 
with  my  place.  Tell  the  girls  that  I send  my  love  to  them,  and  hope 
they  will  be  good  and  obedient  to  their  teachers. 

From  your  unworthy  pupil. 


E.  C. 
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September  23c?,  1857. 

Mrs.  Osgood,  Dear  Madam: — Knowing  that  you  will  feel  pleased  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  my  present  position,  it  is  with  gratitude  that  I thank  you  for 
your  past  kindness  while  in  the  House  of  Refuge.  I am  most  happy  to  inform 
you  that  I am  very  comfortable  in  my  new  home,  and  have  a very  indulging 
mistress;  and  I assure  you  it  will  always  be  my  endeavor  to  please  her.  I 
shall  try,  as  near  as  I can,  to  follow  the  recommendations  set  forth  in  the  cir- 
cular Mr.  Ketcham  gave  me  when  I left  the  Refuge,  and  I hope  to  become  a 
v/orthy  member  of  society. 

Please  to  give  my  love  to  all  the  girls  and  also  to  Mr.  Horton,  the  Chaplain, 
and  tell  him  I am  comfortably  situated. 

Yours,  affectionately,  C.  E.  L. 


L E T T E E S 


FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  TERMS  OF  APPRENTICESHIP  HAVE  E.VPIKED. 

September  1st,  1857. 

J.  W.  Ketciiam,  Esq.,  Dear  Sir: — R.  L has  served  out  his  time  and 

performed  well.  He  left  me  in  April  last,  and  went  to  work  in  a shop  about 
twelve  miles  from  this  place,  and  now  receives  good  wages.  He  dresses  well 
and  is  a very  respectable  young  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  E.  C.  P. 


October  5th,  1857. 

Mr.  Israel  Russell,  Dear  Sir: — I am  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  I 
hasten  to  answer,  to  gratify  you,  and  if  possible,  in  so  doing,  to  benefit  the  rising 
generation  of  whom  your  are  one  of  the  guardians.  In  April,  1845,  the  person 
referred  to  was  indentured  to  me  from  your  Institution,  a small  boy  of  14 
years  of  age,  without  home  or  friends.  I felt  the  great  responsibility  of  hav- 
ing the  child  placed  under  my  care,  and  that  it  was  my  duty  to  try  to  bring 
him  up  in  the  fear  of  God.  After  he  had  been  with  me  about  one  year,  during 
which  time  he  was  as  good  and  obedient  a boy  as  could  be  expected,  I noticed 
one  Sunday  afteroon,  after  returning  from  church,  his  absence  from  the  family 
circle,  where  he  was  wont  to  be  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  be  instructed  in  the 
ways  of  life,  and  after  looking  a short  time  I found  him  in  his  own  room,  read- 
ing the  Bible  you  gave  him  when  he  left  your  care,  and  very  seriously  in- 
clined. 
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I took  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  his  mind  that  he  was  a sinner  in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  that  unless  he  repented  of  his  sins  and  asked  God,  for 
Christ’s  sake,  to  forgive  them,  he  must  expect  to  be  miserable  to  all  eternity. 
Without  going  into  details,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  he  did  embrace  the  Sa- 
viour, and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  now  more  than  seven  years,  he  has 
lived  the  life  of  a consistent  Christian.  I might  write  much  more  in  regard  to 
him,  bnt  this  will  be  sufficient  to  encourage  you  to  continue  faithful  in  the 
good  work  in  which  you  are  engaged,  in  rescuing  poor,  friendless  children 
from  vice  and  degradation,  training  them  in  the  ways  of  virtue  and  holiness, 
and  finding  for  them  homes  in  Christian  families,  where  the  good  work  begun 
by  you  will  be  carried  on  till  the  results  designed  and  desired  shall  be 
obtained. 

Yours,  in  friendship  for  the  rising  generation,  E.  J.  H. 


October  ~ith,  1857. 

Dear  Friend  : — D.  C 's  time  of  service  has  expired  with  me ; he  has 

gone  to  work  for  a neighboring  farmer,  and  receives  One  Dollar  per  day  for 
his  services,  and  can  earn  more.  He  is  a stout,  rugged  young  man,  and  makes 
himself  useful,  and  is  well  thought  of  by  his  acquaintance. 

Yours  truly,  0.  B. 


September  ith,  1857. 

Dear  Sir: — I write  to  inform  you  that  Mary  McK ’s  time  has  expired, 

and  she  has  left  us  to  go  with  her  friends.  She  improved  very  much  w'hile  with 
us  and  is  a trusty,  worthy  young  woman. 

Yours,  &c.,  M.  F.  P. 


September  18tA,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  : — I am  happy  to  say  that  S.  G has  served  out  her  time  very 

satisfactorily  with  us,  and  we  still  continue  to  employ  her  on  wages  and  shall 
do  so  as  long  as  she  is  willing  to  stay. 

Yours,  respectfully,  J.  H.  T. 


September  15t/(,  1857. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Sir: — About  six  years  ago  I took  a girl  from  the  House  of 

Refuge,  named  H.  G . She  has  been  uniformly  obedient  and  industrious, 

I never  knew  one  more  so  and  by  her  amiable  disposition  and  modest  deport- 
ment gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  that  knew  her.  She  has  always 
been  a regular  attendant  at  church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  is  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  our  village. 

She  is  prepared  to  help  herself,  with  credit,  in  any  situation  she  maybe  called 
to  fill.  She  was  married  to  a very  respectable  gentlemen  by  her  pastor. 
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the  Rev.  D.  II , this  day,  and  has  left  us.  It  was  very  gratifying,  I assure 

you,  to  my  feelings,  to  witness  the  spirit  exhibited  by  her  Sabbath-school 
teacher  and  class-mates  on  that  occasion.  I trust  she  will  be  what  she  prom- 
ises, an  estimable  woman. 

Tell  the  girls  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  if  they  will  imitate  example  of  H.,  they 
will  ever  find  kind  friends. 

Respectfully  yours,  E.  S. 


The  foregoing  letters,  a/cw  of  the  many  which  have  been  received  during 
the  past  year,  furnish  abundant  encouragement  for  the  continued  persever- 
ance of  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  Reform.  But  there  is  another 
source  of  encouragement,  which  equally  urges  them  on  to  faithfulness.  A 
number  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution,  who  have  been  placed  in  situations 
through  the  action  of  the  House  and  left  them  before  their  term  of  appren- 
ticeship expired,  are  heard  from,  indirectlv,  almost  every  day,  filling  good 
positions  in  society,  showing  very  clearly  that,  although  they  disregarded 
the  obligations  they  were  under  to  those  with  whom  they  were  placed,  they 
have  not  forgotten  the  instruction  which  they  received  while  in  the  Institu- 
tion, and  are  making  themselves  worthy  members  of  society. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  instances  referred  to,  and  contains  some  of  the 

incidents  in  the  history  of  one  who  was  formerly  an  inmate:  H.  C was 

committed  September  11th,  1841,  from  the  Orange  County  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  aged  ten  years,  and  a native  of  that  county  ; her  father  was  a car- 
penter, but  poor,  so  she  was  placed  at  service  in  a family  not  far  distant. 
While  in  this  situation  she  committed  a theft,  for  which  she  was  arrested,  and 
after  awaiting  her  trial  several  months  in  the  county  jail  was  finally  commit- 
ted to  this  Institution.  After  remaining  in  the  House  until  October  8th,  1842, 
she  was  indentured  to  a gentleman  in  one  of  the  counties  of  Western  New 
York.  She  shortly  left  her  place  and  went  to  her  parents,  who,  in  1843, 
October  3d,  returned  her  to  the  Refuge  ; and  after  remaining  until  May  2d, 
1844,  she  was  again  indentured  to  a gentleman  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Dur- 
ing the  following  August  she  left  this  place,  and  returned  again  to  her  father, 
who  sent  her  back  to  the  House,  October  5th,  1844,  where  she  continued 
until  October  14th,  1847,  when  another  place  was  obtained  for  her  in  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  where  she  stayed  only  a few  weeks.  After  she  was 
eighteen  years  old,  and  beyond  the  legal  control  of  the  House,  she  frequently 
visited  the  matrons  of  the  Institution,  who  uniformly  treated  her  kindly,  and 
overlooked  her  instability  of  character.  During  these  visits  she  always  ex- 
pressed a feeling  of  gratitude  for  the  kindness  which  had  ever  been  extended 
to  her.  She  is  now  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  the  head  of  a respectable 
family  residing  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  During  her  last  visit  to  the 
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House,  not  long  .since,  in  conversation  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Indenturing 
Committee,  she  promptly  narrated  to  him  her  past  history,  and  said  that  she  was 
aware  that  her  instability  of  character  had  given  her  friends  and  the  matrons 
of  the  House  much  uneasiness  of  mind  in  regard  to  her  future  welfare,  which 
she  very  much  regretted,  aud  hoped  by  the  remembrance  of  the  instructions 
she  had  received  from  tliem,  and  the  blessings  of  God,  that  she  might  be, 
hereafter,  guided  in  the  paths  of  wisdom,  and  so  perform  the  responsible 
duties  of  the  future  as  to  be  worthy  of  a share  in  their  best  affections. 


The  following  Circulars  are  now  used  by  the  Managers : 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFORMATION  OF  JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS, 

To 

You  are  about  to  leave  the  House  of  Refuge.  You  will  bo  bound  as 
an  apprentice,  to  a person  who,  the  Managers  believe,  will  provide  for  you, 
instruct  you,  and,  if  you  behave  well,  treat  you  with  kindness. 

W e should  not  have  consented  to  part  with  you  at  this  time,  had  not 
your  conduct  given  us  reason  to  hope  that  the  religious  and  moral  instruc- 
tion you  have  received,  since  you  have  been  under  our  care,  has  disposed 
you  to  lead  an  honest,  industrious  and  sober  life.  Y^ou  are  now  of  an 
age  when  you  arc  capable  of  distinguishing  between  virtue  and  vice ; 
you  have  had  experience  that  must  teach  you  that  if  you  are  good,  you 
will  be  happy ; if  you  are  bad,  you  must  be  miserable.  You  can  not  but 
have  perceived  how  much  your  welfare  depends  upon  yourself,  and  upon 
the  observance  of  the  precepts  you  have  seen  inculcated  with  so  much 
pains,  by  jmur  preceptors  in  the  Flouse  of  Refuge.  Among  these  are  the 
following  : — You  are  always  to  tell  the  truth.  YTou  arc  to  be  obedient  to 
those  under  whose  care  you  are  placed,  doing  your  duty  as  well  as  you 
know  how,  industriously  and  cheerfully.  You  are  to  be  civil  and  respect- 
ful in  your  manners,  and  to  avoid  all  bad  language.  You  will  find  time 
that  you  may  employ,  not  only  in  religious  reading  and  exercises,  but  in 
improving  your  mind  and  in  acquiring  such  learning  as  may  be  useful  to 
you.  If  you  mean  to  be  a good  and  respectable  man,  you  will  not  fail  to 
avail  yourself  of  these  opportunities. 

Do  not  be  discouraged,  by  what  has  happened,  from  .striving  to  raise 
yourself  to  a respectable  station  in  the  world.  If  your  life  be  hereafter 
exemplary,  the  errors  of  jmur  infancy  will  be  forgiven  or  forgotten.  In 
our  happy  country,  every  honest  man  may  claim  the  reward  he  merits. 
Many  of  our  most  distingui.shcd  citizens  have  been  the  makers  of  their 
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own  fortunes,  and  in  their  childhood  were  as  poor  and  unprotected  as 
you  have  been.  There  is  no  reason  why  you,  if  you  pursue  the  course 
they  have  done,  may  not  command  the  same  good  fortune.  At  all  events, 
you  may  be  sure  that,  if  you  make  yourself  master  of  your  business,  are 
diligent  in  your  calling,  establish  a character  for  truth,  honesty,  industry 
and  sobriety,  you  can  not  fail  to  obtain  a comfortable  living,  and  to  be 
beloved  and  respected.  Look  at  those  you  have  seen  in  poverty,  and 
observe  those  you  wfll  hereafter  meet  with,  who  are  in  want;  you  will 
generally,  if  not  always,  find  that  they  owe  their  condition  to  bad  com- 
pany, to  idleness  and  intemperance,  which  not  only  debase  the  individual, 
but  often  make  all  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  connected  with  them 
unhappy,  and  ashamed  to  acknowledge  any  relationship. 

When  you  see  a man,  and  particularly  a young  man,  irreligious,  fre- 
quenting bad  company,  given  to  drink,  and  using  profane  language; 
when  you  see  that  he  neglects  his  business,  is  wasting  his  time,  and  tak- 
ing no  pains  to  learn  ; you  may  be  sure  he  is  in  the  road  to  ruin  ; he  has 
no  chance  to  be  reputable;  he  can  hope  for  nothing  but  to  live  all  his 
days  from  hand  to  mouth,  in  w’ant  and  wretchedness.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  you  see  a young  man  devout,  attentive  to  his  business,  passing 
his  leisure  time  soberly,  but  cheerfully,  with  companions  of  whom  he 
need  not  be  ashamed ; if  he  loses  no  opportunity  of  gaining  religious 
and  moral  instruction,  and  is  obedient  and  civil  in  his  manners,  you  may 
be  sure,  when  left  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  will  always  be 
beforehand.  Instead  of  leading  a life  of  poverty  and  disgrace,  he  will 
become  independent  and  happy,  and  may  have  around  him  a family  and 
friends  who  will  esteem  and  respect  him,  and  be  proud  of  their  connec- 
tion with  one  so  deserving. 

You  well  know  the  evil  consequences  of  bad  company : there  is  no- 
thing as  to  which  you  ought  to  be  more  on  your  guard.  You  ought  par- 
ticularlyr  to  avoid  those  with  whom  you  associated  before  you  were  placed 
in  the  House  of  Refuge.  That  ymu  may  not  be  again  tempted  by  these, 
you  should  not  be  too  anxious  to  return  to  the  city,  and  put  yourself  in  a 
situation  where  ymu  may^  meet  with  them.  AVhen  your  time  of  service 
is  out,  and  you  become  your  own  master,  you  may  have  a better  chance 
of  success  in  the  world  if  you  will  establish  yourself  where  you  will  have 
no  friends  but  those  you  may  hereafter  make  by  your  good  conduct,  and 
where  the  history  of  ymur  early  life  is  unknown.  You  will  find,  in  most  of 
the  large  towns,  whether  in  this  country  or  elsewhere.  Savings  Banks 
established.  These  are  intended  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  make  small 
gains  by  constant  industry^ ; and  we  recommend  to  y’ou,  when  y^ou  have 
any  money  to  spare,  to  put  it  in  one  of  these  institutions.  If  you  should 
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have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  your  money  will  be  secure.  You  will 
be  less  tempted  to  spend  it  than  if  you  kept  it  by  you  ; and,  as  the  Sav- 
ings Banks  allow  interest  on  all  deposited,  your  money  will  be  increas- 
ing ; so  that  if  from  time  to  time  you  make  only  small  deposits,  you 
may,  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  have  a considerable  sum  with  which 
you  may  advantageously  commence  business. 

It  will  always  be  gratifying  to  us  to  hear  of  your  welfare.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  learn  that  you  preserve  and  often  read  this  letter.  We 
wish  you  occasionally  to  write  to  our  Superintendent;  you  will  always 
find,  in  him  and  in  us,  friends  ready  to  advise  and  serve  you. 

Committing  you  to  the  protection  of  Providence,  and  to  the  care  of 
your  emplo3'er,  and  repeating  our  admonition  to  you,  to  be  religious,  to 
love  the  truth,  to  be  sober  and  industrious,  and  to  avoid  bad  comp, any,  we 
bid  you  farewell. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Superintendent. 


THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  REFOIIRATIOX  OF  JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS, 

To 

Siii: — -We  have  consented  to  bind  , one  of  the  children  under 

our  care  in  the  House  of  Refuge,  to  you,  as  an  apprentice,  pursuant  to 
powers  given  to  us  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

We  .should  not  have  done  this,  had  not  our  inquiries,  as  to  your  char- 
acter, induced  us  to  believe  that  your  example  and  your  treatment  of 
this  young  j)erson  will  be  such  as  may  tend  to  perfect  the  moral  reforma- 
tion we  have  reason  to  hope  he  has  experienced  since  he  has  been  in  the 
asylum  under  our  charge. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  impress  on  the  children,  committed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge,  a love  of  truth,*  to  give  them  religious  instruction, 
habits  of  order  and  industry,  and  to  teach  them  to  be  respectful  and 
obedient.  Wo  have  found,  from  experience,  that  this  may  be  done  by  a 
steady  and  firm  conduct,  not  incompatible  with  great  kindness.  We  are 
persuaded  that  most  children  may  be  more  easily  and  more  effectually 


* The  two  rules  of  the  Ilou^e  sire, — Ut.  Never  to  toll  a lie and  2Qd.  Always  do  as  well 
as  they  know  how. 
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governed,  by  proper  appeals  to  their  moral  fcalings,  than  by  corporal 
punishments,  and  that  where  these  are  inflicted  frequently  and  with 
severity,  it  oftener  marks  a want  of  sense  or  humanity  on  the  one  part, 
than  demerit  on  the  other. 

We  hope  the  system  we  pursue  will  have  had  an  effect  on  the  child 
you  will  receive  from  us,  which  will  render  him  useful  to  you,  and  con- 
tribute to  make  him  a worthy  member  of  society,  when  his  connection 
with  you  shall  cease.  But  this  cannot  be  expected,  unless  you,  to  whose 
care  he  will  now  be  committed,  interest  yourself  in  his  welfare. 

It  has  not  been  concealed  from  you,  and  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that 
this  child  has  been  a delinquent.  W e beg,  therefore,  to  remind  you  that 
bis  conduct  may  require  more  attention  than  might  be  thought  necessary 
to  one  who  had  never  been  led  from  the  paths  of  virtue.  Should  your 
kindness  and  care  redeem  this  child,  and  make  him  religious,  moral,  and 
industrious,  you  will  paticipate  with  us  in  those  feelings  which  must 
result  from  the  reflection  that  we  may  have  contributed  to  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happiness  of  a fellow-being. 

It  is  particularly  requested  and  ex'pected,  that  you  will  write  to  u.s,  or 
to  our  Superintendent,  at  least  once  every  year,  giving  an  account  of  the 
conduct  of  this  young  person.  This  is  desirable  not  only  as  respects  the 
individual,  but,  should  he  behave  as  we  hope  he  will,  your  favorable  re- 
port will  be  serviceable  to  our  Institution.  We  wish  you  would  encour- 
age him  to  write  occasionalh',  to  our  Superintendent.  We  are  happy  to 
say,  that  the  accounts  we  have  had,  of  and  from  the  children  we  have 
bound  out,  have  been,  except  in  a very  few  instances,  highly  satisfactory. 
When  the  child’s  service  has  expired,  it  is  desirable  that  he  should  receive 
from  you  a certificate,  which  may  express  your  opinion  of  his  conduct 
while  under  your  care. 

With  a hope  that  you  may  find  your  apprentice  worthy  and  useful, 
and  that  he  may  find  in  you  an  able  instructor  and  a kind  master,  and 
with  our  best  wishes  for  his  and  your  happiness  and  prosperity,  we  com- 
mit him  to  your  care. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Superintendent. 
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Respected  Friekd, 

In  18  was  indentured  to 

you  from  tliis  Institution  ; not  having  heard  from  her  since 
18  the  Managers  are  very  desirous  of  obtaining  information  relative  to 
her.  In  order  to  indicate  the  particular  information  wished  for,  they 
have  framed  the  following  questions,  which  you  will  please  to  an- 
swer, viz.  : 

1st.  Does  she  still  remain  with  you? 

2d.  If  still  with  you,  is  she  honest,  industrious,  and  improved  in  edu- 
cation ? 

3d.  Does  she  regularly  attend  Sabbath-school  ? 

4th.  Is  she  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness  ? 

5th.  If  she  has  left  you,  and  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service,  please  name  the  cause,  and  where  she  is  supposed  to  have  gone? 

Gth.  If  she  remained  for  the  time  specified  in  her  indentures,  with 
what  prospects  did  she  leave,  and  w’here  is  she  now,  and  of  what  char- 
acter ? 

A brief  answer  to  each  question  will  be  gratifying  to  us,  and  greatly 
serve  the  good  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Your  early  attention  to 
the  contents  of  this  Circular,  and  any  other  interesting  information  you 
may  communicate  concerning  our  child,  will  be  regarded  as  a favor  by 
the  Managers  of  this  Institution. 

By  order  of  the  Indenturing  Committee, 


Superintendent. 
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